Companies Bill.

Pegislatibe Jssembly,
Monday, 4th December, 1899.

Question: Sunday Labour in Mines Bill—Question :
Federal Enabling Bill—Fremantle Harbour Works
Railway Bill, first reading --Popers presented—Com-

anies Act Amendment Bill, third reading—Seats for
ghop Assistants Bill, third reading--Peppermint
Grove, cte,, Water Supply Bill (Private), second
reading, in Committee. recommittal, reported—
Loan Bill, £750,000, in Committee, second schedule
(mi.lwn{a). Divisions (2), items pussed: third
schedule, progress—Adjournment.

Tee SPEAKER took the Chair at
4-30 o’clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

QUESTION—SUNDAY LABOUR IN
MINES BILL.

Mz. GREGORY, without notice, asked
the Premier: Is it the intention of the
Government, at an early date, to deal
with the Sunday Labour in Mines Bill,
as it is the general impression that the
Bill is going to be shelved? I was in-
duced to withdraw an amendment to the
Mines Regulation Bill, on the under-
standing that this Bill would be passed
this session.

Tee PREMIER : I shall be glad fo
wrrange with the leader of the Opposition
in regard to the passage of this Bill.

QUESTION—FEDERAL ENABLING BILL.

Mr. LEAXE, without notice, asked
the Premier: Is it the intention of the
Government, now, to introduce the Federal
Enabling Bill ?

Tee PREMIER : T must aslk the hon.
member to give notice of the question.

Mr. LTEAKE: Then I will give notice
for to-morrow.

FREMANTLE HARBOUR WORKS
RAILWAY BILL.

Introduced by the PrEMIER, by leave,
and read a first time.

PAPERS PRESENTED,

By the PreMikr: 1, Report of Com-
mittee of Public Library, 199, 2, Plans
of Fremantle Harbowr Works Railway,
Rocky Bay to Rous Head.

Ordered to Lie on the table.

COMPANIES ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

Read a third time, and transmitted to
the Leysislutive Council,
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SEATS FOR SHOP ASSISTANTS BILL.

Read a third time, on motion by Me.
MoorHEAD, and transmitted to the Legis-
lative Council.

PEPPERMINT GROVE, Ewxc, WATER
SUPPLY BILL (Privave).

SECOND READING,

Mr. DOHERTY (North Fremantle),
in moving the second reading, said: I
desire to inform the House of the reasons
which have necessitated the introduction
of this measure. In 1896, negotiations
were entered into between Mr. James
(trave and the Peppermint Grove Roads
Board, for the former to supply water to
the districts covered by this Bill; and
subsequently an agreement was entered
into by James Grave of the cue part, and

-the Roads Bourd of the other part, to

carry out 1he object of the negotiations.
It was found, however, that the agree-
ment was wlira wires, becanse the local
Roads Board had no power to allow Mr.
Grave to lay pipes and water mains in
their district; and the property owners
there having spent something like
£24,000 under the agreement, Mr.
William Dalgety Moore, who has ac-
quired control of the waterworks, now
asks Parliament to give the board power
to carry out the agreement entered into
in 1896. Tt would be very hard if,
after spending all this wmoney, private
individuals should be at the mercy of the
board, without any compensation; and
Mr. Moore does not feel inclined to con-
tinue the work, unless he be secured by
legal powers. T have in my hand a
petition from 200 or 300 residents of the
district, praying that the Bill be passed,
in order that they may have the benefit
of a water supply ; and the measure will
be of greut benefit to the peorer residents
of the district, who own small houses,
and for a small sum have a good weekly
gervice. I wish hon. members to dis-
tinetly understand that the Bill seeks for
no monopoly, because it does not prevent
any other company, individual, or COTpoTra-
tion asking for the same rights as are
now sought by Mr. Moore. I have no
doubt that in a few years it will be neces-
sary to supply Fremantle with water from
the Darling Range »ig Perth, and that of
course will do away with the scheme this
gentleman wishes to have power to carry
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out.  That phase of the question, how-
ever, need not be constdered at the
present moment. because such s scheme
is not yet within reasonable range of
realisation, though, as I say, it must come
in time. The Government have already
arranged to supply the goldfields with
water; and surely within the next few
years they will see their way to supply
Fremantle also, and embrace the district
Jdealt with in the Bill. In the meantime,
Mr. Moore wishes to have the right to luy
pipes and mains for the supply of the
district, and the price for water is set
down in the Bill ut two shillings per
thonsand wallons, or the swme charge
which is made by the Metropolitan Water-
works Board in Perth.  Clauses 5 to 10
cuard the interests of the local authority,
who may, under Clanse 12, require Mr.
Moore to lay down mains and supply.
water if they so desire; and by Clause 14
Mr. Moore 1s bound to supply the local
authority  with water at a rate not
exceeding half of the rate charged te
private consumers, while Clause 15 pro-
vides that he shall muintain plugs and all
necessary appliances in order to contend
with tires. The Bill only asks for what
is just, anl, under the circumstances, I
confidently ask the House to pasz the
second reading.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN CONMMITTEE.

Clauses 1 to 9, inclusive—agreed to.

Clause 10—Power to loeal antharity to
alfer sitnation of pipes, etc.:

Mr. QUINLAN asked for further
assurance that the Bill did not give a
monopoly, hecause his idea was that it
gave an established right, ant there was
danger in hmrrying through a Bill of the
kind. He had been warned by people
concerned that the Bill would give a
monopoly to o certain extent, if not
wholly; and it would he well to report
progress, to afford oppm'tuu:h for further
consideration.

Mz. Dourrry: The highest legal
apinion had been obtained that no mono-
poly was given by the Bill.

Mgr. ROBSON: From a report of the
praceedings of the Parliamentary visit
the other day to the Metropolitan water-
works reserveir, it appeared that the
Metropolitan Board had in view a hig

[ASSEMBLY.]

Water Supply Bill.

srheme of water conservation, to supply
not only Perth but Fremantle and the
districts contemplated in this Bill; and,
while the powers which Mr. Moore sought
in the Bill might not be called » mono-
poly, there was no doubt that in a few
years there would he created a vested
right, which would have to be bought out.
Residents of the district were opposed to
the Bill, because it created what they
regarded as a vested interest in the
supply of bad water, in the face of the
probability that in a few years the
Government would be supplying gooed
water. He moved that progress be re-
ported.
Motion put and negatived.

Mr. VOSPER: Most of the pipes
contempluted in the Bill had been already
laid under the authority of the local board ;
which authority, however, the board had
no legal right to exercise. The perscunel
of the board had been changed to some
extent, and some of the members were seek-
ing to upset the agreement entered into
in 1896, careless, perhaps, of the vested
rights of the person who had laid the pipes.
The aim of the Bill, so far as he uunder-
stood, was not s0 mueh to creats n vested
interest us to preserve a property already
i existence from being interfered with.
It would be a very hard case indeed that
Mr. W. D. Moore, after he or his prede-
cessor had spent some £24,000 in laying
pipes and doing other work, should,
through some act of the Roads Board,
be deprived of his property. He (Mr.
Vosper) would not support apything like
a monopoly, or anything likely to oppress
the people in the district affected ; but he
did not wish to see destroyed any rights
created by the deliberate act of the
people’s representatives. Clause 29 en-
tirely prohibited any possibility of mono-
poly, for it said :—

Nothing in this Act contained shall confer
upon or vest in the proprietor aby exclusive
right to snpply water within the limits of this
Act, nor in any way prejudice or alfect the
right of any loeal anthority in any district
affected by this Act to obfain & asupply of
water from elsewhere, or entitle the pro-
prietor to claim any compensation, sheuld
similar rights and privileges be conferred
upon any other person; and as vegards all
such matters, the rights of the local authori-
ties shell be in all respects the same as if this
Act had not heen passed; and the local
authorities may themselve: lay, or grant to
any other person the right to lay wnins and
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pipes ahove, helow, or alongside those of the
proprietor.

Not ouly was that clause an absolute
guarantee that no monopoly could be
created, but it would confer upon the
local authority a power which they did
not possess at present. The local authority
now could not anthorise any person to lay
pipes and muins, He hoped the House
wonld consent to pass the Bill as it stood,
becanse it would afford a measure of
justice to enterprising persons who had
done their best tor the people, and at the
sume time fully guarantee the rights of
the public.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : It was neces-
sary to make an addition to Clause 29.
He wished it to be recorded in Hansard
that the House was clearly under the
impression that this measure would not
muke the Government or any private in-
dividual or company liable for any exist-
ing rights this company might claim
under the Billl. He did not think the
promoters of the Bill desired to have any
rights; but the property mighé pass from
hand to hand, and if the Government
proceeded to lay on water and undertook
to supply Cottesloe, and so practically
ruined the owners of the property, who
might at that time have paid £50,000,
the owners might be disposed under this
Bill to come to the Government and say,
“ You have destroyed our property, which
was created by Act of Parliament, and
vou must pay all costs.”

Mr. MoorHEAD: What was the lepal
effect of a record in Hansard ?

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: No
cffect..

M=z. MoorHEAD: Then what was the
reason for making the record ?

legal
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not intended lo speak, bul a little con-
sideration wonld perhaps be desirable.
Doonbtless hon. mmembers knew the facts
better than he did; but, as he under-
stood, some time ago the proprietor of
these works at Qsborne entered into an
agreement with the Roads Board of that
district, and obtained permission from
the board to lay pipes about the district.
He commenced the undertaking and had
laid a considerable number of pipes, but
now it was found that the Roads Board,
acting in good faith at the time, had
exreeded their authority. It was said
they had ndt the power to make the
agreement which they entered inte, and
it was now asked that Parliament should
give the authority. It was generally
thought he (the Premier) was adverse
to private enterprise, but certainly
he was not adverse to private enter-
prise  where there was no mono-
oly. As he understood, ull that wus
sought by this Bill was to enable the
proprietor of these waterworks, which
cost a lot of money, to have the right to
lay pipes along the roads and to supply
water to the mhabitants of the district
under the control of this Roads Board,
but he was not to have any exclusive
tight, so that to-morrow, or at any
time in future, other corporate bodies or
persons, the Government, or anyone else,
might bave the same right to lay pipes
about the district. It was difficult for
bim (the Premier) to understand what
objection there was. but he believed there

- wag objection in the districts it was

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: At a future -

time, before any action could be taken in

such o cuse as he suggested, Parliament
would require to be consalted, and refer-

ence would be made to Hansard to see
the intention of Parliament at the time
the Act was passed. The hon. ‘member
was sufticiently acquainted with Parlia-
mentary practice and history to know
that u record of this kind would be of
exceedingly great valee in future discus-
sions.

Mr. Moorugan:
binding effect.

Tve PREMIER:

Such record had no

To this matter he

sought to assist with this supply of water.
He thought the objection came from those
who thought the granting of this right
might prevent a better supply of water
from being obtained at an early date
from the Government or other agency;
but, after all, it seemed somewhat unfair
that a private individual willing to risk
his money in obtaining water, laying it
on to houses, and giving conveniences to
people, should not be allowed to do it,
although no moenopoly was created,

Mr. Rossox: Did the Premier apply
that argument to the railwayvs as well ?

Tue PREMIER: The railways were
not being spoken ot by him, what be was
referring to being n water supply. The
hon. memwher's mind was so big that
he could not bring it to bear on a

had not given close attention, and e had |, small matter, but he wanted to deal with
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the whole of the railway system of the
colony. It seemed te him somewhat
unfair to say that a person should not
supply these people with water, when we -
remembered that there was no obligation
upon the people to take the water.
Unless the people chose to take it, the
proprietor’s occupation would be gone.
If we made Clanse 29 thoroughly safe—
perhaps a little safer than at present--we
would, he thought, run no risk in passing
the Bill, and he was certainly surprised
that there had been any opposition to it.
As he had said, the only ground that he
could see for opposition was that if the
Bill were passed it might prevent a better
supply from being obtained at an early
date; but of course there might be other
reasuns of which he did not know—that
was, that the proprietor could not supply
the water, and might keep other persons
from giving a larger supply; but even in
that case he did not think any great
injury would be done.

Mr. Domnerry: The proprietor was
bound {o supply.

Tae PREMIER: That was a state-
ment he was very glad to hear. He
hoped the provisions were stringent and
precise, so that the proprietor would be

[ASSEMBLY.)

bound to supply the water, because that
was an important matter. He really
thought that, if we made Clause 29 safe,
we would be running no very great risk.

Mr. HIGHAM: It was to be hoped
hon. members would do nothing to pre-
vent the passage of this Bill promptly.
We had reached a stage of the session
when a day’s delay  possibly would
mean the sacrifice of any private Bill
The measure had been well considered, !
and, judging by the remarks of those
who preceded him and bud spoken |
against it, there was very little to
be said in opposition to the Bill
The provisions fully covered all risks. |
The ouly opposition ghown had come I
from a section of the comwmunity who |
were in a position to afford their own -
water supply. On the other hand, there |
was a great outery from a large portion -
of the people iu the district referred to,
and if an active canvass had been made
the outery would have been considerably
greater from those not able to afford
wells from 70 to 100 feet deep, nor
windmills, nor other expenditure which
would run te a sum of something like

* nearer Fremantle, which

: from somewhere.
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from £80 to £150 or £200. This Bill
conferred no exceptional privileges upon

. the grantee. He was compelled to main-

tain within certain districts a supply of
water, and should he fail he would be
liable to certain penalties. Clause 2%, in
his opinion, fully protected not ouly any
other water scheme that the Roads Board
might wigh to institute, but also the
Government. He was willing to admit
that the existence of this water supply
scheme might delay another water supply,
which not only this district, but the
Fremantle Municipality, desired to see
introduced at the earliest possible date,
and that was a continuation of the
Darling Range water supply through this
district to Fremantle. But although
people night have every desire for that
scheme, and there might Dbe every
necessity for it, the construction of those
works was very far off at present, and he
did not see why we should deprive an
immense number of suburban residents
now living on those blocks, of the water
supply it was proposed to give under this
Bill. A much larger number of people
would live in that distriet if there were a
good potable water supply, such as might
be obtained from Claremont. In passing
this Bill we should be giving nothing
away beyond the right to supply the
district with water. He hoped the House
would join in the endeavour to¢ put the
Bill through as early as possible.

Me. SOLOMON : From the Premier’s
remarks, it appeared that the Bill might
delay the extension of the Perth water
supply fo this district, and to other places
Lefore long
would doubtless require n new supply
The Fremantle water
was brackish, and sometimes undrink-
able, and it might become necessary to
ask the Metropolitan Board to bring n
supply from the Canning River. He
would not eppose the Bill, hut this point
required consideration.

Mr. WALLACE said one man had
told him some months ago that the Bill
was Dbeing introduced conttm v to the
wishes of a large majority of the resi-
dents of Cottesloe and neighbourhood,
and that the water proposed to be
supplied was bad. Nevertheless, in the
House the Bill had met with no opposi-

~ tion until the wember for Geraldton (Mr.

Pohson) spoke this evening; and prob-
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ally that hon. member only knew of the

district from his visits to Oshorne, where
probubly he did not drink water. He
{Mr. Wallace) knew that the water was
good, and that Lut for this supply the
residents must - have suifered great hard-
ship. The gquality of the water would
compare favourably with that supplied
in Perth, of which fully half was obtained
from hores.

Mr. WILSON : There was no harm in
the Bill, as it conferred no monopoly, nor
were residents compelled to uccept the
supply.
that the Government would be protected
in the event of their carrving water from
Perth through this district, when they
would require power to rate property. If
that were done, the private proprietor
could ne lenger carry on, and might
claim compensation from the Govern-
ment.

Cluuse put and passed.

Clauses 11 to 28, inclusive—agreed
to.

Clanse 29—Not to affect right to
obtain supply of water elzewhere, or
create vested interests in proprietor:

Twe ATTORNEY GENERAL: To
make this clanse perfectly clear, it
required amendments providing that the
Government, or the Metropolitan Water-
works Board should be free to lay maing
along the road. Tn the clause there was
a reference to private individuals supply-
ing waler; but, in the event of the
Government so doing, there might be a
demand for compensation. He moved
that in line 4, after ©of,” the words * the
Giovernment, the Metropolitan Water-
works Board ” be inserted.

Amendwent put and passed.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAT fur.
ther moved that in line 4, after *“autho-
rity,” the words “or any body corporate
or other person ™ be inserted.

M. WILSON: This seemed rather
-mixed. A corporate body or the Metro-
pelitan Board wonld not want to obtain a
supply elsewhere.

Taue ATTORNEY GENERAL: They
might.

Mr. ItLiveworTn: The words pro-
posed had better be inserted in line 5,
otherwise further alterations in the clanse
would be required.

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL: The

first part of the clause referred to the |

Clause 29 did not make it clear |
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exclusive rights of the proprietor; and
the reasen for inserting the words ‘ the
Government " was because the proprietors
would say, **we want compensation if the
Government are not going to take the
water.”

Amendmment put and passed.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL further
moved that in line 10, after *“any,” the -
words “ body corporate or” be imserted,

Mr. MOORHEAD: If the words were
inserted, they wmight cause confusion.
The object of the clause was to enable the
people of Cottesloe to obtain water from
ather persons besides Mr. W. IJ. Moore.
If the alteration were made later in the
clause, it would meet the case.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: The amend-
ment should be made in line 5, after the
word “from.” It wonld he better to
report progress at this stage, so that the
menther in charge of the Bill or the
Attorney General could bring down a
new clause.

Mr. DOHERTY : The amendments
were not necessary ot all. If the Govern-
ment or any person wished to supply the
people of Cottesloe with water, all they
had to do was to get an enactment passed
throngh Parliament.

Me. ILLINGWORTH: If the clause
were inserted at all, it was imperative the
Government and the Metropolitan Water-
works Board should be mentioned in it.
While a private individual was protected
under the clanse for any damage which
might aecrue by operating in the district,
the Government or the Metropelitan
Waterworks Board were not protected ;
and if the Government or the Water-
works Board began to supply water in
the district, the owner of the present
waterworks might demand compensation,
on the ground that the clause only
exempted certain persons, and the Gov-
ernment were not exempted.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL sug-
gested, to avoid any ambiguity, that the
words ** the Government, the Metropoli-
tan  Waterworks Board, or any boedy
corporate or 7 he inserted after * upon ™
in hne 7.

Mr. JAMES: Under this clanse no
rights were reserved to the Metropolitan
Waterworks Board or the Giovernment ;
but the word *“person™ included a cor-
poration, aceording to the Interpretation
Act which was passed last session.
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Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL asked
leave to withdraw his amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL moved
that in line 4 after *“authority” the
words ‘‘ or person” be inserted.

Mgr. ILLINGWORTH : It would be
better to report progress at this stage,
and the Attorney General could then put
the clause in order.

Me. DOHERTY: Why not go on
with the Bill now, even if it were neces-
sary to recominit the clause to-morrow ?

Mr. RASON : It would be a fair thing
to report progress at this stage.

MEe. James: What did hon. members
want ?

Mr. RASON: A monopoly would be
created under this claunse, ornot at all;
and would Mr. James say that the clause
as drafted did not grant a monopoly ?
He (Mr. Rason) understood that the
largest main laid was a 2in. main, and
supposing the Government or some private
body wished hereafter to supply this
district with water, undoubtedly the
person who had laid this main would
want compensation. Could compensation
be claimed ?

Mr. JAMES: There would be no legal
claimu for compensation. This was simply
a permissive Bill, and wherever a per-
nuissive right was granted, it night be
that certain woral claims for compensa.-
tion urose, and it was in order to avoid
such claims that Clause 29 was inserted ;
but it did not matter what clause might
be inserted, a person who had spent money
under such circumstances could not be
prevented from claiming compensation.
At the same time, hundreds of small
householders could not get water until
this Bill was passed.

Mr. DOHERTY suggested that this
and the remaining clauses of the Bill
might be passed, and the Bill be immedi-
ately recommitted, with a view to making
the amendments desired.

Clause a8 amended put and passed.

Clause 30—agreed to.

Preamble and title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.

RECOMMITTAL.
On the motion of Mr. Donegrry, Bill
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recommitted for amendment.
Clauses 1 to 28, inclusive, further ,
agreed to. |

Loan Bill.

Clause 29—Not to affect right to obian
supply of water elsewhere, or create
vested interests in proprietor:

Tug ATTORNEY GENERATL moved
that in line 4, after “authority” the
words “the Government, the Metro-
politan Waterworks Board” be struck
out.

Put and passed, and the clauee, as
amended, agreed to.

New Clause :

Mz. JAMES moved that the following
be added, to stand as Clause 30-

Nothing in this Act contained shall in any
marner prejudice or affect the rvight of the
Government, or any board authorised by the
Government, to establish and carry on water-
works, or to distribute and supply water
within the limits of the Act, nor entitle the
proprietor to any compensation whatever by
reason of any such matters.

Clause put and passed.

Bill reported with further amendments,
and the report adopted.

LOAN BILL, £750,000.
IN COMMITTEE.

Consideration
November.

Schedule--Part IL, Railways :

Tar PREMIER moved that the first
four items be postponed until the end of
“railways,” namely: Additions and
Improvements to Opened Lines (con-
gtruction), £65,000; Boulder Railway
Extension and Duplication (construction),
£20,000; Coolgardie to Bonnie Vale
(censtruction), £10,000; Coolgardie to
Norseman (first instalment) (constroc.
tion), £60,000. He was not prepared to
go on with the first two, owing to the
absence of the Commissioner of Railways.
There was no other object. '

Mgr. Leaxke: Let the Premier postpone
those two.

Tawe PREMIER : As to the Cool.
gardie to Norseman line, he was not quite
ready with the statistics, which would
require & considerable amount of elabora-
tion in order to fully place Dbefore
hon. members this lmportant matter,
prabably one of the moat difficult he had
to deal with. He was, however, prepared
to go on with the other items.

Mr. Leage: Why not go on with the
Bonnie Vale line ?

Tue PREMIER: The member for
Coolgardie (Mr. Morguns) was not

resumed from 29th
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present, owing to the late arrival of a
train. He was quite prepared to go on
with the Menzies to Malcolm railway,
and all the other items down to * rolling-
stock.”

Me. Moran:
dealt with,

Tae PREMIER: What objection
hon. members had to his motion he could
not see. Surely they were not going to
deny him the right to arrange the public
business.

Motion put and passed, and the first
four items postponed.

Ttem, Menzies to Malcolin {first instal-
ment, construction), £60,000 :

Tee PREMIER: This was an item
which he had much pleasure in asking
the Committee to approve. Hon. mem-
bers would notice that the item was

Let “ rolling-stock ” be

* Menzies to Malcolm,” but the only !

reason this was inserted was that the
Government had Dbeen advised by the
engineer that Malcelm was the best point
for the divergence of the routes. If hon.
members desired it, he had no objection
and perhaps it would be better to insert
“ Teonora’ instead of ‘Malcolm,” because
he had been informed that an erroneous
impression had gained ground in the
district that the Government had some
ulterior object in view, which of course
was not the case. He was prepared fo
move that the item be ‘“Menzies to
Leonora,” instead of < Menzies to
Maleolm””  Certainly Leonorn was 10
or 12 miles further, but that was not
a matter which need be taken into con-
sideration at the present time. 'The
object of this railway had already been
placed before hon. members on several
occasions, especially when he introducecd
the Loan Bill, and also when he spoke
the other evening with regard to the
wmatter, It was admitted on all hands,
he thought, that the goldfield called
the Mount Margaret goldfield was
one of the most promising we had, and

was already one of the largest producersof |

gold. Practically it was a new field. Only
for the last two yewrs had it been recog-
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nised as a separate goldfield, and during -

that time something like half a million of
gold had been obtained there, and this
year gold worth about £300,000 would be
obtained. The average output of gold
during the last few months had been

snmething like 8,000 ounces, the output
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this year would be about 80,000 ounces.
There had been many obstacles in the
way of the progress of the district owing
to its great dislance from the eonst, also
owing to the difficulties of transport, and
he need bardly say owing to the many
other attractions in parts of the colony
nearer to hand. Some very promising
mines existed there, and a good many
rising centres. There was the Mount
Leonora township. Many munes sur-
rounded that place, the most important
being, of course, the Sons of alia,
which was supposed to be one of the best
in the colony. A public battery hud been
erected, and had besn doing good work.
There was also the Mount Malcolm
eentre, the town being the largest in the
district, and there were many mines and
several batteries at work. Going eust-
ward a little further there were several
batteries at work, and especially might
be named the Malcolin Proprietary mine
near Muarrin Muwrtin, which was a
going concern, employing when he was
there a hundred and odd men in @ com-
ounity consisting of 200 or 300. Then
there was the Mount Morgan centre,
which had a considerable community.
He supposed there were several hum-
dred people in the township. This
was a good wine in a good district.
(Going further we came to what was called
the British Flag group, where the town
of TLaverton was springing up; aand
further on was the Erlstoun district,
which was also promising. Westward
from Leonora we got to the Diorite King
group of mines, and from there the road
ran away to Lawlers. On the way 1o
Leonora, 30 miles from Menzies, we passed
Niagara, a nice little towuship where, as
hon. members knew, there was a large
reservoir which, when full, would ¢ontain
gome 40,000,000 gallons of water, and at
the present time there was about 9,000,000
or 10,000,000 gallons in it. A very
important factor in building this railway
was 1n relation to water, because not only
would Niagara supply water for the
railway, but it would be a grand source
of supply for some time to all the country
this way from Leonora to Goongarrie and
to Kalgoorlie. It wasa very considerable
reservorr, and would be a good stand-by
for the Railway Department, besides
which he thought it might be of some
use to the people at Menzies, as we would
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be able to carry water cheaply even by
railway, as that country was nearly all
dowp-hill. The Mount Margaret district
was different in many respects from the
districts south of Goongarrie, including
Kalgoorlie and Coolgardie, and all the
way to Southern Cross and to Norse-
man, in that it was not timbered with
eucalyptus in the same way as all
those districts were timbered, and as
w consequence the mines had great diffi-
culty in obtaining good. tinber for
mining purposes. The country north of
Menzies, and even at Menzies itself, was
wooded with small acacia timber which
was 50 prevalent in Central Australia.
The ordinary name was mulga. It was
not at all a good timber. Great difficulty
wng experienced in such mines as the
Sons of Gwalia, the Malcolm Proprietary,
Mount Morgan, and he might say all the
mines in that district, in obtaining suitable
timber for dealinyg with the wide lodes and
reefs in those localities. The consequence
would be that the timber for the mines
would have to be brought from the
South, either from timber country
between Goongurrie and Southern Cross
or, ag would Dhe cheaper and certainly
better, fromn the coast. The jarrah timber
would be used in the Mount Marguret
district in preference to timber obtainable
about Kalgoorlie and Coolgardie, as it
would be more easily got, and on the
whole would be cheaper: certainly it
would be much better timber. The
length of the railway would be, from
Menzies to Niagara 32 miles, about 30
miles more to Mt. Malcohn, and about 1¢
wore to Leonora, or a total length from
Menvries to Leonora of some 72 miles. It
was generally acknowledged that of all
the ruilways now proposed to be built in
the coiony, this was, par excellence, the
one which should be constructed, for it
would open up a district producing more
gold than any other which had not the
advantage of a railway—a district which,
in fact, was producing more gold than
many goldfields which had railway com-
munication. The railway should there-
fore be built without delay. As it wasa
line which anyone would build as a
private speculation, there could be no
reason why it should not be built as a
Government work, especially as it would
be part of the great trunk line from
Fremantle through the Eastern goldfields.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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This would not be a railway to a place
uninhabited, or to a place not proved to
be of value. This district was inhabited
by a large number of people, and had
rich mines and much capital sunk in
mining, He wished he could {ransport
hon. members in & moment to the Sons of
Gwalia, the Maleolm Proprietary, or the
Mt. Morgan mines, which he had seen;
for all who saw those mines must admit
that the district which was producing
such large quantities of gold, and in
which there were such populous com-
mubities at work, was deserving of a
railway to promote its development.
Some few months ago he had visited the
Sons of Gwalia mine, and had been hos-
pitably entertained by the manager; and
at each corner of the table, as an orna-
ment in honour of the visit, which had
taken place at the time the gold was
smelted, there were 500 ounces of gold;
in fact some 2,000 ounces were dis-
played: yet that was only one mine,
and there were many other mines in the
district, such as Merton's Find, which
were working batteries, the three principal
mines being, of course, the Sons of
Gwalia, the Maleolm Proprietary, and the
Mt. Morgan. There was also the North
Star, a very good mine, right in the town
of Mt. Malcolm, and he might say one
hundred other wnines within easy distance
of those already mentioned. People
might hold diverse opinions about the
rinciple on which goldfields railwayvs
should Dbe built, but the rule he had
always laid down for himself was that
the Government should build railways
through country were there were people
und mines, and that principle had Dbeen
followed consistently. Some yewrs ago a
large momber of people in Perth and
Fremantle started an agitation for having
the railway to Menzies built from
Southern Cross. That proposal, though
largely and influentially supported, he had
strongly opposed; for such a line must
have run through a district where there
were no people; whereas Ly building a
line from Kalgoorlie to Menzies through
settled and populous districts which were
producing gold, like Paddington, Broud
Arrow, Bardoc, and Goongarrie, success
was certain. The same principle must in
all cases be adopted. The Government
couid not atford to run railways through
uninbubited country in order to rewch
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a rich distriet, when that district could
be reached through other districts
already settled, and which would benefil
by improved transit. This remark
would apply to the proposal of the
member for Geraldton (Mr. Robson)
that a railway should be built from Mt.
Magnet to Menzies and thence to Leonora,
because, satd that hon. member, it was
a shorter distance to (Geraldton, rather
than run the line from Menzies to
Leonora ; for in the one case 250 miles
of railway wust be laid, and in the other
only about 7?0 miles. To that doctrine
he (the Premier} could not subscribe,
however much he might desire to help
the hon. member and his district. [f he
(the Premier) were so foolish as to give
his adherence to any such project, he
could not very long command a majority
in the House. To construct the Menzies
to Leonora line some considerable time
would be required, for a survey of the
route had not even been made, nor were
the necessary rails for the whole distance
to be covered at present in the colony ;
but he would like to urge the building of
the line as far as Niagara as soon as
possible, for that would bridge over 32
miles of the distance now proposed to be
authorised, and would also give the
department access to the large quantity
of water at the Niagara reservoir. It
way Impossible to believe that any great
exception could be taken to the construc-
tion of this line. The House had Ly a
large majority declared in favour of the
Bill— [Mr. Moraw: Ah!]—and now
vearly everyone who had supported the
second reading was in favour of this
railwvay to Leounora. Tt was a work
urgently required ; it was a work which
would pay, and one which, if desirable,
would be constructed on reasonable terms
by private enterprise. He counld say much
more in regard to the item, but bhaving
spoken go often on the subject during the
session he had really nothing new to tell.
If the railway met with opposition he
would be prepared to bring forward
further arguments in its support, and to
deal with objections from whatever source
they might come. The line could not
but be of great benefit to those goldfields
it would tap; it would stimulate new
enterprise, and where there was now one
mine there wowld be a dozen at work ; it
would Lridge vver 60 wiles of heavy road,
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and would enable machinery to be carried
at a reasonable cost: for that district was
in a worse position than any other of the
Coolgardie goldfields in that it had no
great quantity of eucalyptus timber, nor
timber for building and similar purposes.
Any -gized timber required had
therefore to be carted from places sounth
of Menzies, or even brought all the way
from Perth. The railway would thus
enable people on those fields to provide
themselves with all their requirements at
a cheaper rate than in existing circum-
stanees; and he strongly commended its
construction to the approval of hon. men-
bers, for after visiting the district he
could safely say there was no place in
Western Australia which he knew of
more worthy of a vailway than this, nor
did he know of any other place to which
a railway was so thoroughly justified,
and where it would be so certain to pay.

At 6:30 the Cuatrman loft the Chair.
At 7-30, Chair resumed.

Tug PREMIER moved that the word
“ Malcolm » be struck out, and “ Leonora ™
inserted in lieu thereof.

Amendment put and passed.

Question : That the item as amended
be agreed to :

Mr. ROBSON : It was to be regretted
that the Government had seen fit to pick
out the fifth item in the second schedule
as the first to be dealt with, as some
members who were opposed to the
Leonora railway, and sat on the Govern.-
ment side, were unavoidably absent. In
his opposition to this line he would have
the co-operation of several members who
represented electorates swrrounding the
Geraldton electorate and who sat on the
Government. side. Perhaps the member
for Greenough (Houn. R. . Pennefather)
would support him so as to further the
interests of that district. It had been
stated that the line which he (Mr.
Robson) advocated was the longer and
would be the more costly to the country.
He admitted it looked so on paper, and
that the line as proposed by the Govern-
ment was shorter. The Premier, in
advocating the line to Leonora, had
stated there would e a vast amount of
traflic from the various districts through
which the line ran, and that the district
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had a great future before it ; bul every |
word the Premier had stated had brought |
more forcibly before hon. members that
the tacking on of this line to the Cool-
gardie ling would mean, not only the
relaying of that line with heavier rails,
but with all the possible traflic to which
the Premier looked forward in the near
future, the duplication of the Coolgardie
line; and from that point of view the
Government would have practically to
build another set of lines from Fre-
mantle to Coolgardie to cwry the
traffic after the Leonora line was con-
siructed. A large pumping scheme to
water the railways and to supply the
people on the Eastern goldfields with
water was Leing carried out; iberefore it
must be clear that the cheaper line in the
end would be the line from Geraldton to
Mount Magnet and on to Mount Leonora.
The first cost. of this line would be the
least, in the end, to the country. The
people of the districts through which the
line would run would be able to obtain
their supplies much cheaper, and in
addition there would be the benefit of
distributing the trade of the colony over
the various portions of the country to
which it was due. The Government, by
constructing the line which he (Mr.
Robson) advocated, would confer a
benefit on the whole of the Murchison
district and the country to the north.
The people of Leomora and Menzies
would be able to obtain their meat
cheaper Ly taupping the resources of the
great northern country for stock, because
at the present time stock was brought
down to Fremantle and taken back again
und driven overland to its destination.
It the line from Geraldton were con-
structed, the stock would go over-
land to Cue and then be taken a
few miles overland to its destination.
To build this railway in the proper man-
ner he had suggested would largely and
legitimately increase the prosperity of the
colony. The other night he opposed
most strongly the Coolgardie-Norseman
railway, und advocated a line from
Esperance to Norseman; and he now
reminded the Premier that to build
what the right hon. gentleman called a
great trunk “line from Fremantle would
be to pursue, perhaps unconsciously, =z
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policy to which the Government were
strongly opposed, beciuse by throwing |
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out this feeder to the north and south, it
would be found before many years were
over that a great trunk line had been
completed, not from Fremantle, but from
Esperance, 'When the line had gone to
Leonora and down to Norseman, the
population of the goldfields generally
would be brought within 125 miles of the
port of Espera.uce, which 1t was the
policy of the present Government to keep
closed. The day might come, however,
when the present Government would not
have the power to keep the port of
Esperance closed, or when there would
be another Government on which public
opinion had a more immediate effest. In
advocating the extension of the north
and south lines from Coolgardie, the
Premier was giving the Esperance pepple
and the goldfields people the greatest
lever they could possibly have in any
efforts of theirs to make the most valu-
able portion of this colony a province of
South Aunstralia.

TeE PrEmier: That was what the
hon. member wanted.

M=z. ROBSON: At any rate, that was
what the Premier did not want. Had
the Premier a few years ago granted the
Esperance people the right to build a
private narrow gange line to Norseman,
and no further, the present trouble would
never have arisen, because the legitimate
claim to have Esperauce as the port to
serve that portion of the colony would
have Dbeen satisfied. The weight of
public opinion on the goldfields would
before long foree this or some other Gov-
ernment to open that port to Norseman ;
and it was not in the interests of Fre-
mantle and the older settled portions of
the colony to veto both these lines, and
let the traffic and trade of the colony be
done at the ports on the western portion
of Australia, rather than the southern.
Perhaps the weakest point in the pro-
gramme he (Mr. Robson) had put for-
ward was connected with timber, a large
amount of which would be required by
the mines in the Mt. Margaret district,
and the shortest railage, in this respect,
was by the line the Government proposed.
At the same time, the Government were
carrying timber at a dead loss, and, as
the more timber there was carried at
mineral rates the greater the loss would
be, it would he much better to allow
private enterprise in shipping carringe
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and let timber go round, even if the mine

owners had to pay w little wore. It
would probably be a guod many years
before the Mt. Muargaret people would
call on the Collie coalfield for their
supply, the railage alone on that route
being prohibitive. But there was a well-

proved coal deposit on the Irwin. which

would probably do for Geraldton what
the Collie coulfield was likely to do for
Bunbury, if the Government would help
in opening up that former field by com-

pleting railway communication, and thus

give to the Mi. Margaret people a very
much cheaper fuel than they would ever
get from the Collie either by ship and
radl, or by rail solely. He knew he was
in a hopeless minority on this point, but
e would be glad if mewmbers on the
Government sice who represented north-
ern districts would express their views.
Mr. RASON: As one of the members
on the Government side to whom the
member for Geraldton (Mr. Robson) had
presumably referred, he intended to sup-
port the item. Bearing in mind hs
duty to the country, and certainly his
duty to his constitutents, this was the
proper course; Dbecause although the
interests of Geraldton wmight be to a
certain extent the interests of the portion
of Murchison which he was supposed
to represent, yet Lawlers, an all-important
part of his constituency, had a better
chance of being served by the propused
Grovernment line in the immediate future
than bv any suggested vailway from Mt.
Magnet. He could not consider one
portion of his constituents before another,
and it was his duty, even taking what
wight be regarded as a narrow view,
to vote for the railway as proposed.
.He recorded his vote in the hope thut
the railway would not end at Lawlers,
but would ultimnately be joined with the
Murchison railway, and in the near
future would complete the circle.  Sowme
members on the Opposition side pro-
fessed to kuow a great deal about the

district he represented; but he thought

he knew a little of its requirements, and
although he might pget into even more
disrepute than he enjoyed at the present
time, he would say there was nothing to

justify a railway from Mt. Magnet to
Lawlers, while, on the contrary, there was

a great deal to jnstifv a ralway from
Menzies to Leonora.
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Item put, and passed on the voices.

Ttem, Northam towards Goomalling
£20,000:

Tue COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS: The line affected the district
lie represented, and this was perhaps the
first time it hard been proposed to conatruct
an agricultuwral and pioneer line in this
colony, and to utilise second-hand rails
taken up from the Eastern railway. The
sum of £20,000 had been set down for this
work, but, if heunderstoodaright, that sun
included a charge for the second-hand rails,
to be recouped to the Railway Department.
It would also be uoticed there were no
stations on the line, and the railway was
to all intentsand purposes an agriculbural
one. Since the rallway was surveved in
1897, 41,000 acres of conditional purchase
lond hud been selected, vepresenting
£20,500, and in addition to that he wus
in a position to state positively that
27,000 acres had been taken up under
grazing farms; that was second and third
class land at 6s. 3d. and 3s. 9d. per acre.
He was also in a position to state, from a
report made to him by one of the officery
who had recently been to the locality,
that a very large proportion of the land
of the new selectors was now under calti-
vation, and of the country that would be
tapped by this railway, about 25,000
acres were under crop.  These setitlers in
good faith had taken uplurge areas of land.
There ware about 250,000 acres of land still
avatlable as third-class grazing land, and
27,000 acres or so within the hmmediate
neighbourhood of the proposed terminus.
He did not want hon. members to accept
his statemnents, but, on the other hand,
he wished them to be careful how they
condemnned this railway, bearing in mind
u certain agricultural railway that should
be nameless, for he did not want to refer
to it in detail. Had the same steps been
taken with regard to every other agricul-
tural railway as bad been faken in
relation to this, there would be no oceasion
to blame the Government for any mis-
takes made in the past. He felt sure
hon. members would give itheir hearty
support to this milway, and if they did
not, he would feel hiwself to be in & very
awkward position. The line had Leen
surveved in good fauith, and it had been
his wigh to attract population from the
other colontes, with the pleasing result
that, as he lad said, 21,000 acres had
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been taken up under conditional pur-
chase, which meant £20,500. We were
now asked to spend about £20,000
upon this line. The selectors had never
claimed anything but a purely agri-
cultural line, They had always asked
simply that the locomotives should be run
out to where there was the stuff to carry
in. The buildinyg of this railway would
lead to an immediate impetus to land
settlement in that district, and the class
of selectors would be of the very best,
consisting of men who would grow cereals
successfully and inake happy and cowm-
fortable homes. With regard to the loan
scheme as a whole, it represented only
£30,000 a year, or £2,500 a month; and
we should bear in mind that we had a
revenue bordering on a quarter of a
million a month, and that the gold ontput
for the year approached £6,000,000. If
it; were the object of the Government and
of hon. members to induce seftlement,
surely it should be our aim to do so by
cheapening the cost of production, whether
of soil products or of gold. He did not
see how hon. members could object to it.
We talked about the cost of living. He
was told that the cost of cartage at the
present moment from Menzies, from which
it was proposed to build one of the lines,
was 1d. per . avoidupois, a large charge
in itself. The cost of cartage to Northam
was from 25s. to 30s. per ton; railage to
Kalgoorlie 23s. ; railage to Perth 8s. 6d.
When wheat sold at between 55, and 6s.
a bushel, and chaff at from £5 to £7 per
ton, people could make a living ; but now
we were faced with low prices, wheat
selling at from 3s. to 3s. 6d. per bushel,
and chaff at from £3 to £4 per ton, and
this year the rate would probably be us low.
In advocating the proposed line he did
not ask for any favour, but in good faith,
following up the action of the Railway
Department in the survey of this line, he
felt in duty bound to clo his best. As he
bad said, since 1897, £20,500 worth of
agricultural land had been taken up,
irrespective of 27,000 acres of pgrazing
land. The approval of this line would be
immediately followed by applicutions for
another £20,000 worth of land, and as
the railway went to these well-known
forests, settlement would go on almost
indefinitely. Land condemned by the old
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representing wbout £4 per acre, had now
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been conclusively proved to have some-
thing peculiar in it which made it enor-
mously rich, and instead of costing £4 it
could be cleared at from 15s. to 20s. per
There was o desire to get hold of
this rich land. He appealed to hon.
members to deal with this railway on its
merits, and to remember that the prospect
of it had been an inducement to people to
seitle upon the land. There was nothing
of the Greenhills jumble or any other
about this line. He had taken the trouble
to have prepared for hon. members the
plans produced, and they would see that
the ground had been surveyed by respon-
sible officers, and that the officers who
had gone over the line would prove fully
what he said. He realised his respousi-
bility, and felt that if this line were thrown
out, to-night he would be regarded as a
purty who deceived and bamboozled a lot
of men who bhad arrived from the Eastern
colonies and had settled here in good
faith. He trusted he would have the
support of hon. members on both sides of
the House, not as an act of favour, but as
an act of justice. He would remind them
of our revenue, of our gold output, and
of the expressed desire of hon. mem-
bers to induce settlement, not by screwing
down wages, but by reducing the cost of
production and attracting population.
To reduce the cost of living there was no
befber means that he could see than
by carrying out the railway policy of
the (Government, whether in relation
to agricwltural milways or mineral rail-
ways. He was sure they would see with
his eyes in the matter, and would unani-
mously vote for the railway proposed.
Those who knew this country would tell
them there was no richer land in the
colony ; and when they looked at the map
produced they would find there was
nothing bogus about it, no humbug, but
that there were 200,000 acres of land
already sold ou the conditions of com-
palsory improvement. No large estates
in relation to which we might be taunted
that we had no power to make them
productive, but 200,000 acres of land
now being worked for the benefit of the
colony, and this system would be extended
almost indefinitely when the railway was
constructed. He was not making use of
words to throw dust into the eyes of hon.
members, or Lo deceive them hecause this
line wowld be in lis own district. He
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felt deeply and eurnestly his responsi-
bility as Commissioner of Crown Lands
n inducing people to come to the colony,
and he trusted this line would have the
heartiest support of members.

Mz. A. FORREST: The railway policy
of the Government would be supported by
him, and especiully the line from Northam
to Goomalling. Some years ago he had
the honour of being a district surveyorin
this part of the colony Letween Northam
and Goomalling and Toodyay, and he
knew that the land was of a very fertile
nature. He looked forward to the day
when this country between Goomalling
and Northam would all be taken up.
The Government asked the Comunittee
for a sum of money to build a light line
of railway to emable the people at
Goomalling and Northam to compete
with other persons engaged in the same
trade at & price at which they could grow
the stuff. The Commissioner of Crown
Lands bad stated distinctly that he had
promised these farmers—and most of the
farmers around Goomalling and towards
Northam were of the new class who had
come here to throw in their lot with us—
that they would have a railway theve, and
he (Mr. Forrest) knew the settlers under-
stood that the House would, as far as
they practically could, make themselves a
party to it. He considered it only an act
of justice that these people should have
milway communication, more especially
after the speech of the Commissioner of
Crown Lands, who told us that when
produce was at a higher price than at
present they could compete and make a
living, but with the present low priee
of produce they were unable to compete,
The railway would be built with the old
rails from the Coolgardie line; it would
proceed through level country free from
engineering difficulties, where there were
few creeks and hills ; over its whole length
there would be a certain steady trafic all
the year round, there being a comsider-
uble population permanently settled on
the soil. The leader of the Opposition
{Mr. Teake) should join with the Gov-
ernment to pass this railway for the
benefit of settlers who had done so much
in recent years to make this a producing
colony. That hon. member should study
the statistics exhibited in the precincts of
the House, of produce grown in recent
vears in this colony.
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Mg. InLiveworrn: What about the
object lessun of the Greenhills ruilway ?

Me. Moxcer said he would speak of
that.

Mz. A. FORREST: That railway had
been unsuccessful because not carried far
enough ; utherwise it would now be pay-
ing. Surely no hon. mewbers could
warmly oppuse an agricultural railway.
In building a goldfields line none knew
what mlght happen to any field: in Vie-
toria and New South Wales there were
big mining towns utterly deseried. But
the country bLetween Northam and Goo-
malling contained a permanent popula-
tion; for even if present settlers left, the
land could be used for pastoral purposes.
Hon. members on both sides should do
what they could for people who had been
led to take up this land by the representu-
tion of the Commissioner of Railways
that the line would be constructed as
soon as possible; and it would be un act
of justice to give these people opportuni-
ties of carrying their produce equal to
those enjoyed by settlers in other dis-
tricts. To his own practical knowledge
this was a fertile district, capable of great
improvement and of increased production,
and the item should be agreed to.

Mr. LEAKE opposed the item, not
with the hope of success, but because
this was not a proper time to bring it
forward. Though he had said encugh on
the second reading, he would vuce more
remind hon. members that it had at first
been proposed that the Marradong and the
Goomalling railways should be built out
of revenue; yet now the Jatter line was
placed n the loan schedule of the Govern.-
ment at o time when the colony was not
in a position to embark on speculative
works, The other evening the Premier
had said be only proposed te constimct
out of loan such works as would pay.
Agricultural lines had not yet paid in the
colony, for the only paying railway was
the goldfields line.

Mgz. DouErTY : What about the Perth-
Fremantle line ?

Me. A. Forrest: The goldfields line
appeared to pay only because the accounts
were not properly made up.

Mgz, InLineworTH : Then the depart-
ment did hoodwink the public ?

Mz. LEAKE said he wished the hon.
member (Mr. A. Forresit) would not
1t was
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scandalous that a Grovernmnent supporter
should make such remarks about the
railways. Agricultural railways had not
hitherto paid.

Tee Premier: Which were agricul-
tural railways ?

Me. LEAKE:
line,

Tae Premizr: Fourteen miles long!

Mr. LEAKE: And Goomalling, he
helieved, was twelve miles.

Tue Premier: Twenty.

Mr. LEAKE: The ime to Northaum
and the Newcastle spur line were agri-
eultural railways which did not pay, and
now the country was to be saddled with
another such line which would not pay.
He had been through this Goomalling
district, and would not deny its suita-
bility for agriculture, but the real ques-

Take the Greenhills
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in the Bunbury district and about
Pinjarral. Ou the Great Southern rail-
way the loss was £23,253 for the sanie

© period, and there was plenty of land avail-

able for settlement on that line. Pass to
the Northern railway, including the
Northampton line, and one found the loss
was £14,821.
Tue PreEmMiER: Fourteen thousand ¥
Mxr. ROBSON : Yes; including the

- Cue hne.

tion was whether in the present state of -

the colony’s finances such a line was
justified. Of comrse, though there were
Government supporters honestly opposed
to this railway, its construetion would

nevertheless be approved. Hon. members °

were asked as an act of justice to the
local settlers to build the railway. On
the other hand, he asked as an act of
justice to the rest of the country that the
money should npot thus be wasted.
Though he did not know the view the
House would take, he could guess; and if

he spoke for twenty-four hours it was not -
probable that he conld influence the vote

of any member, and he therefore spoke
more by way of protest than otherwise,
for such a new departure as this was only
to be expected from the present Adminis-
tration, who one day stated they would
only construct such lines out of revenue,
and then came down at a moment when
the country’s finances were not too strong
to ask Parliament to construct one out of
loan.

Mr. ROBSON opposed the railway,
net only for the same reasons as the lasé
speaker, but on the additional ground
that there wus much good agricultural
land locked up on existing lines of rail-
way. Better develop that than build new
lipes which would increase the losses of
the railways. I'rom the published returns,
table 2, page 30, it appeared that last
year the loss on the South-Western rail-
way was £14,251, vet there was surely
much good Iund not taken up along that
line. There was still good land available

Tur Premier: Ob? Dilate on that!

Mr. ROBSON: There was still good
lund in those districts, which would be
settled if proper encouragement were
given. Moreover there was lund enough
along the Midland railway to settle
suflicient people to produce all the country
wanted for years to come and a good deal
nore, without building either the Green-
hills, the Goomalling, or any other rail-
way. Better increase settlement on these
lines, and make them pay, before building
new agricultural railways.

Mz. MONGER : Against this line he
had no desire to protest strongly, but the
Minister of Lands, in introducing the
item, would have done well had he
remembered certain well known facts to
which some slight reference had been made
in his speech, namely the same Minister’s
remarks in reference to the Greenhills
railway, which line had not come up to
expectations. For this want of success
there were many reasons. Recently the
Commissioner of Railways had visited the
Greenhills district, and found the resi-
dents confronted with difficulties inrespect
of the time-table and the tarif then im-
posed. Up to that time the Greeuhills
railway had shown a considerable loss;
but: since, the railway had practically held
its own and was now on the eve of pay-
ing. That was the first agricultural line
in the colony, and now u second was
proposed, in somewhat different circum-
stances. The Greenhillsline went: through
land where no claims for compensation
could be made; but, judging from the
plan  submitted, showing such large
settled areas coloured green, claims
would be likely to arise. On a for-
mer oceasion the Commissioner of
Crown Lands gave a pledge that no
claim would be made by the people of
Northam for compensation for land
required to extend the railway from
Northam te Seuthern Cross. He unce
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asked for a retwrn showing the amount
of the claims made in connection with
that line, and remembered at least that
the amount was cousiderable. If he
found, later, that any compensation was
te be claimed for land through which

authorising the consiruction of the line
came before the House he would oppose
it, because, once baving had the pledge of
the people of Northam, he could not
accept their pledge for the future. The
Commissioner of Crown Lands had
spoken of the splendid quality of the
land through which the line would run;
but there was plenty of splendid land
along the first agricultural line which
was built in this colony; there was as
good land through which the York-
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. Commnitier, 3741

and the fastenings were to cost £11,000,
but that £11,000 would bave to be raised,
and next session the House would have to
pass a Loan Bill for & million and a half
of mowey. While congratulating the

. Commissioner of Crown Lands on the
this line was to run, when the Bill -

Greenhills live passed as any through .

which the line from Northam to Goomal-
ling would be constructed; and if the
first agricultural railway were carried
further, it would prove more lucrative to
the people thun the line from Northam
to Goomalling. Before agreeing to the
construction of the Northam-Goomalling

line, he wanted to know what compensa- .

tion the people of the country had to pay
for the resumption of land along the
route of this railway line.

Mr. GEORGE, m opposing the con-
struction of the line from Northam to
Goomalling, said he objected to start a
railway on false pretences,
placed on the Loan Bill for the construe-
tion wus £20,000, when the actual money
required would he £52,000. Tt was
absurd for members to be asked to pass
an amount of £20,000 when we knew the
balance of the money required for the
construction of the line would have to
come from some other fund in the hands
of the Treasurer, and members would be
asked to pass the amount in an Jxcess

The amount

business-like way in which he set to work
to settle people on the land, one asked
whether it was desirable to settle people
on new lands before other agricultural
districts had been thoroughly developed
where there was good country. People
had been gettled on land in this colony
which was equal to anything to be found
along the Norltham-Goomalling line,
People hud leen settled on good land for
20, 30 and even 50 yenrs; and at the
present time these people had to carry
their stuft to market, not 20 or 30 miles,
but 100 miles from Bannister, Wandering,
and Marradong.

THE PrREMIER:
miles. .

Mr. GEORGE: Pretty nearly. The
people from Marradong carted their pro-
duce down the Albany road to Perth to
sell it,

The PremIEr : They did not take the
shortest road: it was not 50 miles to
Pinjarrah,

Mz. GEORGE : The farmers at Marra-
dong did not cart their produce to Pin-
javrah. but to Perth. The Contmissioner
of Crown Lands had said that if the line
was not passed, be would be a party to

That was not 100

. deceit and to bamboozling the people in

Bill or in some other form next session,

Large amounts of money should not be
used for such purposes without the
approval of Partinment. He could not too
strongly condemn the construction of any
line which bad been passed on deceit.
The member for West Kimberley (Mr.
A. Forrest) had said that old rails would
be used in the construction of this rail-
way: that did not make any difference:

the money for these rails would bave to .

be provided and wovld have to be trans-
ferred from some other work. The mils

the district. We had already been a party
te deceiving and hamboozling the people
on the Williams und at Wandering.
The people in that part of the country
had been kept on the land by promises of
a railway or they would have cleared out.
The Government would uot build the
railway to Marradong, vor would they
allow private enterprise to construct it.

Tre Premier: The Upper House
threw out {hat line. It was passed in
the Agsembly.

Mg. GEORGE : It was thrown out in
the Upper House, but if the right hon.
gentleman wished the line to be con-
structed, no Upper House would have
dared to throw it out. People had been
settled on land which during the winter
time was under water, and at the present
time was under water to the depth of
four to six inches. There were other
districts in the colony where people had
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heen deceived and bamboozled.
member for West Kimberley had spoken
of the permanent settlement on the land :
one could tell the hon. member that
people had Leen settled on the soil for
30 years in the hope of getting a railway,
and they did not get it. The farmers
the Marradong and Bannister districts
vould send to market more produce than
could be got rid of, if a railway were
constructed to that district. For some
reason or other justice was to be given
to one district and denied to another.

Tue PrEMIER : How many people were
there at Marradong ¥

Mg. GEORGE: Tt did not matter how
many people there were there: a promise
had been made to construct this railway.
The member for Albany (Mr. Leake) had
pointed out that when the Goomalling
railway was proposed on a former occa-
sion it was coupled with the Marradong
line: both were to be built. Why had
the Marradong line been withdrawn after
spending £4, 000 on the survey, while the
Goomalling line was again proposed.
though very little had been spent in
surveying that line¥ The people in the
Marradong district were losing heart by
not having the promise of a line carried
ont. Not only would the Marradong line
open up good agricultural land, but some
of the finest timber country in the colony.

Tue Premier: Had the hon. member
ever heen to Marradong ?

Me GEORGE: Before he knew the
right hon. gentleman and before he
entered this House he had visited that
distriet many times: he knew the country
there, and 1n his judgment it was the
best timber land to be found in the
colony. If the Premier wished to make
thiz eolony self-supporting, the only way

[ASSEMBLY.]

The

in Committee.

of the line being an agricultural railway,
but in consequence of the Government

. encouraging the coal and timber traffic,

and in doing that the Government were
helping the farmers on the Murray and
at Marradong, because a better market
would le created for-the people whoe were
producers. The Marradong and Murray
distriets had not been fairly treated, and

" had not received that consideration the

. receive.

. reagson wh

was to open up that country, and to pre- |

vide the farmers in that district, as far
as possible, with a market at their own
doors.  Northam was on the high road
to the best market m the colony, Cool-
gardie, and further lines were to be con-
strucled so that the farmers eould send
their produce en to Coelgardie. Were
the farmers on the Williams or the
Muwrray likelv to wend their stuff to
Coolgardie when they had to cart it
such a long distance o a railway line?
The member for Geraldton had said that
£14,000 was lost on the South-Western
railway last vear : that was not on account

people were led to expect they would
Perhaps it was because the
member for the Murray did not sit on the
Government, side of the House that the
line was not to be built. 1f the Premier
would tell him (Mr. George) that was the
the Marradong railway was
not built, he (Mr. George) would send in
his resigpation at once; but solong as he
was in the House he would speak in an
indignant manner when he thought people
had not been trented fairly.

Me. MORAN : An air of foregone con-
clusion was visible in regard to these
items, and the expression of placid con-
tent and happiness on the Premier’s face
showed his hope and belief that every
proposal was going through snceessfully.
The Premier bad had one great success
this evening, in- connection with the
Leonora railway, against which it would
be hard indeed to find objection, the
intrinsic worth of the goldfields it was
proposed to serve being of a very high
standard. He (Mr. Moran) on the second
reading of the Bill opposed the whole
policy of new loan authorisation, and he
now repeated his regret thut such legisla-
tion should have been proposed by the
Government. The only redeeming feature
was that hon. members knew perfectly
well the Government would not raise the
money, and that not more than one of
the proposed railway lines would be built
or commenced before Parliament met
next session. If there was one of the
propnsed railwav lines against which he
had less objection than another, it wasa
the Goomalling line. This ruilway would
not, perhaps, pay from the beginning;
but all throngh his six sessions in the
House he had never opposed any pro-
posal which was for the benefit of the agri-
cultural and older parts of the colony;
and of all the railway lines proposed this
line alone could be comstructed without
the importation of new material. The

. objection he brought against the Leonora
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line, and with tenfold force ngainst the |
Norseman or any other new goldfield |
line, did not stand against the Goomalling
proposal, he having opposed the former
beeanse the traffic on the goldfields rail-
ways was now so much impeded that no
new work could bhe put npon themn. The
Committee were told that old rails, which
were being taken up from the Yilgarn -
railway, would be used for the Goomalling
line, and he was delighted to hear it,
because the earting of rails for the con-
struction of the line would be back traflic.
Northam was the centre of a permanent
water supply, and the confusion that
must arise i the goldiields traffic during -
dry seasons would not he experienced in
connection with the Goomalling line ; and
he would not oppose the item, although
he would have been glad had the Com-
mittee found it possible to throw out !
every new line proposed. A feeble
resistance was offered to the Leonora |
line, feeble possibly in the face of the
majority of two to one in the division the
other night on the whole Loan Bill, and
because it was felt by hon. members that
to oppose the items would be a waste of
time, not in keeping with the dignity of
the Chamber. He had often stated that
he was a believer in the betterment
principle, as applied to railway con-
struction; and 1t was criminal on the
part of the Assewbly, session after °
session to allow some of the best lands
on our preseut railway routes to continue
locked up in the hands of o foreign
corporation, who were making no use of
the territory. In this we were laying a
rod in pickle for ourselves; and what was
to be said of Parliament, or of members
of Parliament, who travelled day after
day along the railway lines and saw some
of the finest lands which had been locked
up for the last 50 years without paying
a peuny of revenue or employing a spade,
pick, or plough ?
Mr. ConNoOR:
absentee tax ¥
Mr. MORAN: Not only had he pro-
sed an absentee tax, but he had warmly
advocated the principle of a land tax -
levied on lands fronting railway lines, and
assessed on valuation. Railway lines -
were built to the goldfields, but did the
Minister of Mines approve of applying to
agricultural land the same principle he
applied to mining properties? Did the

Why not propose an
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Minister not see it was unfair to build
railways to agricultural districts, and
allow the best portions of our lands to lie

. idle, when he, at the same time, brought

forward laws to compel all mine owners to
work their mines, even going so far as o
apecify the amount of labour 7  Next ses-
s1on an effort ought to be made to complete
the land policy, and introduce legislation
compelling land owners along railway

' lines to work their land or part with it;

and one startling lesson in this connection
had been referred to by the member for
York (Mr. Monger). The people of
Northam once gave a promise that they
would not ask for any compensation for
land resumed for railway purposes, if the
Yilgarn line went from Northam and not
from York, and on that occasion two
sets of people were pulling the strings,
and no doubt the moest astute won.
Northam got the railway line, and then
the people sat hard down on their land,
and refused to shift until compensated in
golden sovereigns; but had there been a
beiterment system in opevation, they
could not have asked for any compensa-
tion, and possibly might have had to pay

. alittle for the improved value of their land.

He was told by the Commissioner of
Crown [Lande that the land Dbetween
Northam and Goomalling was owned by
small settlers, and as each man would
probably improve his holding, this line
might prove a success. At any rate, in
sauctioning this line hon. members had
the pleasure of knowing that the line was
bieing built to o part of the colony which
would be in a flourishing condition, as
long as people in any part of the world
waated food. There was no reason why

+ Western Australia 1n the next five or ten

vears should not. be an exporting colony,
eonsidering our wheat average was higher

_ than that of the Eastern colonies; and if

the Legislature saw that people either
utilised their land or gave it up, hon.

. members might rest assured that in

passing this item they were sanctioning
the construction of a line not for tem.
porary prosperity, but for a great future.
He hoped the work would be undertaken
carefully, and that no reappropriation
would take place; because he was rather
afraid that what the member for the
Murray (Mr. George) had said was
and that Ministerial
pressure would bhe brought to complete
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this line as guickly as possible. If that
were done, it would be necessary to re-
appropriate £32,000 out of some other
vate. Where reappropriation would end
he did not know, and he did not suppose
anybody except the Premier knew the
exact stule of the finances.

Mr. Georar: The Government did
not know.

Mzr. MORAN: Allowing that the
Government knew the business of the
country, he must say that he himself
did not know the exact position of the
finsnces. Where there was a reusonable
prospect of a good agricultural light line

[ASSEMBLY.]

being  Duilt cheaply, he would never
. with the colony and its requirements in

oppose such a proposal.

Mgr. QUINLAN: This line was fully
justified, particularly baving regard to
the benefits it would confer in the way
of settlement. It was evident o large
amount of land in this district hud heen
taken up, principally on the uassurance
of the Government that this line would be
coustructed. ‘'I'he route was surveyed two
or three years ago, and in the interval
dleputations, petitions, and all manner of
requests bad been made by the whole of
the new settlers for railway communica-
tion. A petition presented about two
years ago pointed out that farming did
not pay over a distance of 15 miles from
a tailway, abd that a number of settlers
had been encouraged o mnake their homes
in this district, by the institution of the
Agricoltural Bank. Most of those people
were a desirable class of small settlers,
combined with the older settlers, who had
held land at o great distance from ratlway
communigation, for the last 40 or 50
vears. The Commissioner of Crown
Lands had told the Commitiee that the
new selectors alone represeated 41,000
aeres, valued at £25,000; and he (Mr.
Quinlan) was assured by a good many of
the people that if this railway were not
constracted they wonld have to abandon
their holdings. It was evident that,
indirectly at any rate, this railway would
LY.

: Mr. Morax: Very indirectly, it was
to be feared.

Mzr. QUINLAN : Of the district to
be served he had more knowledge
than either the memher for Albany
or the member for the Murray. The
hon, inember (Mr. Goorge) was scarcely
carvect tn his statements or fair in

in Conniitiee.

his arguments in opposing this rail-
way merely because a line to Marradong
had been surveved through his district.
That wus a bad spirit. If he (Mr.
Quinlan) thought fit to follow that
example, he might say that Dbecause
another member had voted against a
railway advocated by him, he would vote
against any railway in which that mem-
ber was concerned.

Mer. GroreE: That was not the poiat.

Mr. QUINLAN: It was. On some
subjects the member for the Murray was
not the authority he claimed to be, and
the hon, tnember should bhow to others
who had a more intimate acquaintunce

relation to agricultural interests. So far
ag concerned the other surveyed line
referred to, it was more or less designed
for timber traflic; and while he wounld be
bappy to help that desirable industry,
yet seeing the DLad times the timber
people were having, he did not think
there was any urgent necessity for the
construction of another line for the con-
veyance of timber. One of the largest
mills of the colony was now closed down,
and he was sorry such was the case,
because it had given employment to a vast
pumber of men. However, he hoped the
industry would take a turn, and that
those who had invested their money would
reap the benefit they deserved. There
had been an interjection in reference to
the Greenhills railway. Even the hon.
member for York (Mr. Monger)}, who, in

* all he uttered in the House, displayed a

spirit of broad-minded justice, said that,
so far as that railway was concerned, it
did not go to the point which might have
made it a great success, and he had told
his own people they had no right to have
the line constructed where it was. There-
fore, he hoped no comparison would be
drawn between the Ghreenhills line and
that under discussion. In regard to the
Goomalling line, he thought the Govern-
ment would be wise in utilising the old
rails, and even the petitioners asked that
no expense should be incurred for railway
stations, all they wished being to have
gome communication,

MR, Moran: Would the hon, member
guarantee they would not agitate for the
expenditnre of more than £20,000 7

Mr. QUINLAN : Yes; the people had
offered the land fres, and they required
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only the old rails and no stations. He
would willingly resign his seat if they did
not carry out the promise they had made.
The chairman of the Railway League had
even signed a docunent and sent it to the
Government, and it said they did not
desire any compensation for land.

Mg. Morax: Did that nclude subur-
ban lands outside Northam »

M=n. QUINLAN: When speaking on
the second reading he referred to lands
ontside Nurtham. A few acres might be
reguired at about a pound an acre, but he
was going to make a suggestion (which
was not hiis own, but that of a friend), that
when the Bill came DLefore the House a
clause should be inserted in respect of
compensation. He hoped that at all
times he would be rensonable in any state-

ment he had to malee in the House, and
especially did he desire to be so on this

oceasion, and if the friends who returned
him as a representative were not satisfied
with his view, they would have a right to
get someone else to do the work better.
As to the reference by the member for
Albany (Mr. Leake}, who pointed out that
it was distinctly promised that the rail-
wiy should he built out of revenue, he
(Mr. Quinlan) had already referred to the
reason why, he presumed, the Govern.
ment had to construct it out of loan
money, namely that the revenue was
reduoced by the action of people who
were geuerally opposed to the interests of
the agriculturists, there being a redue-
tion of the tariff relating to sundry pro-
ducts of agricultuml indestry.

Mr. Grecory: The dividend duty
would make up for that.

Me. QUINLAN: That would not
satisfy him.  With regard to the repaivs
of the r: iilway, the cost would have to be
met from time to time out of revenue.
The work to be undertaken was, to his
mind, of a permunent character, and
posterity should contribute its propor-
tion to the cost. Since the introdue-
tion of responsible government Parlia-
went had done fairly well. There wers
some who took a pessimistic view, hut
generally the majority had been wise
enough to see a little further ahead, and
were able to construct many works for
which those who came after them would
be thankful. The member for Albany
{Mr. Teake) referred to the district he
(Mr. Quinlan) represented as not being
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very important, but that was a question
of opinion. He might reciprocate so far
as the hon. member was concerned. As
to the argument of his friend, the member
for Geruldton (dr. Robson), that therve
were lines already construeted upon whicl
settlement should be encouraged by the
Governwment, surely it would be adwitted
that the Guvernment were doing all ther

could in that direction. Some of the
" land in the hon. member's district was
excellent, but a good deal of it was not
likely to be taken up. TUnfortunately, a
railway took In un enormous area of lund
in a particnlar district with whieh he
(M. éﬁ"inl(m) was concernad. However,
it was for the railway company who had
the concession made them to make the
railway poy, and to settle people theve.
It was not a question for the Govern-
ment, although he recognised it would be
rood for the Government and the country
if the land were taken up. The member
for East Coolgardie (Mr. Moran)—and it
| would be well if other hon. members
wounld take the same view and perhaps he
a little more kindly disposed than at
present-—stated he considered this the
best of the lines to which he was opposed.
He (Mr. Quinlan) supporied the line now
proposed becaunse he thought it would
be one of ihe best paying lines. The
Commissioner of Crown Lands had re-
ferred to the cost of transit, the amount
of lund sold, and the promise of this line
to many people already there. Mauny
were living 15 or 20 miles from a railway,
and some perhaps a still greater distance.
One selector lived 35 miles from any line
of railway, and had reared a big family
there under great trials and hardships.
Let any hon. member accompany hm
(Mr. anhn) to the dJistrict, and he
would show thut member whether the
selectors were new or old. The menber
would very soon recognise that many of
them did not belong to Western Aus-
tralia.

Mxr. Morax: They would now.

Me. QUINLAN: Thal was tv say they
were not horn in Western  Australia,
There was no guestion thev were bona
fide settlers, and by coming here they
had shown they were not satisfied with
the place in which they used to dwell.
He was satisfied hon. members were
disposed to support this line. He hoped
| he would never give oceasion for it to be
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. said of him that he advocated w railway -
« residences would be built, and for the

he did not believe in.

Mgr. MORAN: It was desirable to hear
a few words from the Commissioner of
Railways. No matter how dog-weary
we were of the session, it did not
follow we should pass a line through in
such a galloping way as this. He would
like to hear the Commissioner of Rail-
ways say something about the con-
struetion of the line; he also wanted a
confirmation about old rails being used,
and to know whether the line would be
built by contract or by day labour. He
would also like to know what amount of
trafic the Cominissioner expected. This
information we were entitled to have on
the records of the House. Was there any
other Legislature in Australin where
there wae so much new railway work put
through with so little debate and se little
information as here ?

A Mewmser: Members of the House
knew.

Me. MORAN: Xembers had a right
to have information from the Minister
on the matter.

Tae PREMIER (in reply): Members
like himself and others probably as-
sumed that becanse they knew all
wbout this country, everyone else koew
something about it too. That was one of
the difficulties to contend with, not only
on this but many other oceasions. Places
not very far distant from Perth had
never been visited by some wembers.
This Goomalling line had been talked
abont for a yood any vears. He
thought the Government had, for some
three years past, promised to do their
best to have it built, but up to the pre.
sent, although a survey had been made,
we had not been able to carry out what
was intended. At first, as the hon.
member ‘for Albany (Mr. Leake) had
stated, it was inlended to build the line
from current revenue, and it might have
been possible to have done that even
under existing circumstances, if it had
been thought desirable.

Mgr. Moran: Why shounld it be advis-
able ?

T PREMIER: But under existing
conditions it had appeared that this rail-
way might fairly be chargeable to loan
funds. The amount required was not
large, for the Government proposed to
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No elaborate stations or unmnecessary

line itself there would be used the second

| or third-hand rails now being taken up
i on the Yilgarn railway.

The line would
be Duilt as far as possible without
elaborate ballasting, and it was hoped the
work would be done departmentally, so
that there would be ne law sunits over
extras. Probably the railway could be
constructed for £1,000 g mile, and it was
only intended to build it to a distance of
about 20 to 25 miles from Northam
towards Goomalling. To his intimate
personal knowledge, this railway ran
through the lest piece of agricultural
land in Western Australia.

M=r. Moreenr said he disagreed with
that statement.

Tue PREMIER : There was no district
in the colony more thickly settled by
farmers.  According to the Commis-
gioner of Lands, it contained, excluding
the town of Northam, 2000 agrieul-
turists, many of whom were also small
stock-raisers. These were producers, the
men it was desirable to encourage, who
would supply our markets and give the
goldfields people cheap food. It was
very well to depend on other parts
of the world for cheap provisions,
but the best way to cheapen food
was to grow it ourselves, and thus
get rid of most of the middlemen, while
greatly reducing freights and charges.
It wag a mistake to think that cheap food
could best be had by importation, for
when a vountry could produce more food
than it required for local consnmption,
competition would cheapen prices.
Already 1,300 or 1,400 miles of railway
had been built throughout the colony, and
all knew those lines were paving, notwith.
standing the stalement of the member for
Albany (Mr. Leake) that only one mil-
way paid its way. Would that railway
pay if it were there by itself ?

Me. Leage: Yes.
~ Tae PREMIER: No; all the other
railways were feeders for that line.

Mr. Moran : Thev fed off it.

Tae PREMIER : The South-Western
raillway carried as much traffic as any
other line, and could it be said that line
was not paying because it did not show
the same return as other lines where
higher freights were charged * While the

build the line as cheaply as possible. ! railway accounts placed before hon.
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members were doubtless correct according
to the basis from which they were
deduced, it was nevertheless clear that a
railway carrying an immense traftic of
low-freighted goods, while not paving so
well as another carrying the same amount
of traffic at higher freights, might still
be doing the same amount of good to the
country. The principal traftic on the
South-Western railway was timber, coal,
and agricultural produce, all which the
Grovernment desired to carry at the lowest
possible rate. Though not a railway

(4 DEcEMBER, 1899.]

expert, still he contended that in estimat- -
ing the amount of good a railway was :

domg to the country, the amount of
tonnage poing over it shonld bhe con-
sidered,

Meg. Moranv: The estimate would be
goods.

Twe PREMIER: Suppose 1,000 tons
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they enrried agricaltural produce to the
fields.

Tue PREMIER: The hon. member
aud his friends desired this country to
have goldfields and nothing else. While
at the Federal CnnveutEOu he ‘(the
Premier) had lLeen taunted with repre-
senting only a few poldfields in the in-
terior and some stri ips of agricultural
land on the coast. The milways must
carry, not only the produce of other
couatries, but that of our own agricul-
turists.

Mr. IriinoeworTE: The goldfields
were consumers of Bunbury produce.

Tuwe PREMIER said he was not talk-
ing about Bunbury but of Northam, one
of the best agricultural distriets in the

| ! v . eolony, to which the Government desired
bad if such tounage consisted of imported

to give facilities of trunsit, and in which

. the Opposition seemed to have no con.

per day represented the traffic of the -
South- Western railway, the freight heing

£5, and there were 1,000 tons going over
another railway at £10 we might easily
say the one line was losmg and the other
gaining, though both were doing the same
work. ~This did uot mean that one rail-
way was a burden to the colony, while the
other was a blessing. The South-Western
railway, which he had the honour of in-
troducing to the Housge, and had carried
with great difficulty, was doing as much

good as any other hue in the colony in .

developing and promoting the resources

of the districts it served. Why should ; the hon. member need not try to dlienate

anyone object to the present proposal for
a smal] line, the actual work of which
would uot cost more than £25,000, and

distriect, not by settling people on the
lund, for they were already there, but by
giving facilities of transit to those people
who were certainly more deserving than

new settlers or mere prospective settlers.

Mr. GeoraE said he had uuderstood
these were new settlers.
Tue PREMIER: A great many were

old. After the colony bad spent six

millions in giving railway communication
to the goldfields, would hon. mewmnbers

say they would not develop the agricul- -

tural resources of the colony, thus giving
cheaper food to the goldfields pecple,
while assisting settlers on the soil

Mer. lovivewortr: The goldfields
railways were agricultural lnes, for

which would open up » large agricultural | if considered,

fidence.

Mr. Leaks: Divide!

Tue PREMIER: No; we would not
divide. The hon. member would have to
listen to him, just as he (the Prewier)
had listened many times against his will
to the hon. member. The hon. member
did not like one to stand up for the
producers of the colony, a class of people
whose interests the hon. member had
always opposed ever gince he entered
Parliwment. He was a good friend of
evervone but his own countrymen. In
the producers on the soil he took no
interest, and had never taken any. Surely

from himself every section of the com-
wunity. Common sense and self-inferest,
would show the folly of
that procedure. With these men, the
hone and sinew of the country, men who
were living here and would continue to
live here fixed to the soill, he (the
Premier) would on such oceasions show
that he had some svinpathy.

Mr. Leage: ‘Two-blades-of-gruss”
men.

Tue PREMIER: The hon. member,
far from showing any sympathy with the
producers, only treated such proposals as
this with ridicule and contempt.

M. Leage: Hear, hear.

Tue PREMIER: This railway would
pay ; it could, he believed, be carried 20
miles for £25,000; and the fact of the
Gtovernwent having been unable to carry
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out their wishes regarding the Marra-
dong railway was no reason why the
member for the Murray (Mr. George)
should oppose this Goomalling line.

Me. Georce suid he opposed it on
principle.

Tre PREMIER: On what principle ¥
With regard to the Marradong railway,
the Government had been in earnest,
though circumstances had prevenied its
construction. In that district there were
magnificent jarrah forests, which, so soon
as difficulties in the jarrab trade were
removed, must be utilised. Moreover,
there were the rich valley of the Marra-
doug, and the Wandaring and Williams
districts, all of which could find easier
access to the markets of the colony by
way of Pinjarrah than hy the Great
Southern ruilway.

Me. Moraw: Was the Premier pre-
pared with statistics relating to the
Goomalling line?

Taz PREMIER: No; but if the hon.
member looked at the map hefore him,
and observed the number of selections
taken up, he would see the country was
well settled. In 1866, some 38 years ago,
he (the Premier) had Leen there, and the
country then supported a good wmany
gettlers. He had been there several
times since, and now the whole of the
country was a large agricultural district
rapidly coming under cultivation; and
when this ruilway was completed the
district would he one great wheat-field,

as it was to a large extent already. It
would do anyone good to travel
through that couatry in the early

part of the season, and to see the
magnificent grass and other crops which
it carried; in fact, one wishing 6o see
a specimen of the eolony's agriculture
could mnot visit a better place. The
member for Albany (Mr. Leake) said we
should not waste the money of the
country. We were not doing so. Money
conld not be gpent in a better direction.
The hon. member instanced the Green-
hills railway, a line 14 miles long, to a
magnificent piece of country, and the
construction of which would he justified.
A railway could not be made to pay in a
moment, fur it did not make the grass or
the crops grow instantly. Probably the
hon. member did not know that between
York and Greenhills the land was mostly
freehold, owned by private ‘persons, and
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" that only when Gireenhills was reached did

one find the farmers.

Mr. Mogax: Why not compel cultiva-
tion?

Tae PREMIER: The hon. member
did not know that the Government had
bought the Mount Hardey estate and cut
it up for scttlement.

M=. Moraw: The State could not pur-
chasge all unimproved lands.

Tag PREMIER: It could, so long
as mouey could be made out of them.
The Greenhills line had been constructed
more expensively than this proposed rail-
way: no donbt more money had been
spent on it than should have been.
We built a good substantial railway, fit
to carry any kind of traffie, but in regard
to the line before the Comnittee we need
not go to that extent. How could we
expect the agriculturists in the country
to be able to supply all the requirements
of the people unless we gave them facili-
ties of transit? How could the people
who lived away from the railway, 20 or
30 miles apart, compete with the people
who lived alongside the railway, or the
peaple who lived in other colonies along-
side railway lines? And further, the
freights between Melbourne or Adelaide
and Fremauntle were so low. If we
wanted the country to progress as an
agricultural colony, we must expect people
to compete, because they had to com-
pete now with the imports from other
colonies, and we must give our people the
saine facilities of transit and the same
advantages as were given by the Govern-
ments of other countries. He hgd great
pleasure in supporting this railway, as he
believed it would pay well, and it was
thoroughly justified in every way in the
best interests of the country.

M. MOORHEAD : Before the mem-
ber for Central Murchison (Mr. Illing-
worth) carried his threat into execu-
tion, one would like to say a few words as
to the vemarks which had fallen from the
Premier. Tt had given him the greatest
pleasure possible to hear the Premier
state that some three years ago, and
during the tie that had elapsed between
then and now, he and the Ministry had
promised this railway to the inhabitants of
the district. The Commissioner of C'rown
Lands went so far us to say that to a
certain extent he (the Coumnissiouer)
had heen responsible for the present
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settlement in the district. He (Mur.
Moorhead) was always pleased to sup-
port Mimisters in carrying out pledges,
not only to their constituents but te the
colony at large, especially where the
execution of a promise led to permanent
settlement and the advancement of the
eolony. If that was so, then a greater
duty lay in carrying out enactments which
were on the statute book ; and turning to
Hansard of 18%6 he found that a Bill
was introduced into the Assembly and
passed its first, second, and third read-
mgs, duly passing the different readings
in another Chamber and subsequently
becowing the law of the land; but that
law had not been carried into effect. He
found that the Nannine-Cue railway,
which passed this House without a single
dissentient voice, and which at the present
time was on the statute book, was inopera.
tive. If the Premier and Commismioner
of Crown Lands found it incumbent to
have the Goomalling line carried through
by reason of promises given to the people
settled in that district, a fortiori ought
this enactment to be carried into effect
when the reasons then adduced had been
intensified since. The Premier, in mov-
ing the second reading of the Bill for the
construction of the Nannine-Cue railway,
gave it as his reason for introducing the
Bill that the line would prove w benefif to
the people of Nannine and also to the
squatters in that district. He said:

It seems to me we could not do better than
extend the railway in this direction, as the
line will serve the people of Nannine, and give
facilities to the goldfields. It will also give
assistance to the pastoral industry, by enabling
thestock brought from the North to reach a
railway 50 miles nearer than they can do by
the present route.

Not a single voice was raised in profest
ub that time. The only people who were
supposed to be benefited were the popu-
lation of Nannine and the pastoral
industry in that district. Since that day
not alone had we settlers isolated and
appealing to the goodwill and feeling,
especially of the Commissioner of Crown
Lands, but we hud towns springing up
in that district. At the time the Premier
gpoke there was only Nannine; since
then we had on the way, Cork Tree Flat
and Tuckanarraz. We had Nannine with
a population of 600 people, Star of {he
East, Quinn's, Abbott’s, Peak Hill, then
unknown, we had Horseshoe and Gravel-
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stone; all these spots, with a settled
population, were in existence now. He
listened a few evenings agoe to remarks
as to the development of Norseman and
Leonora. He ventured to say the pro-
gress made in the district he had the
honour to represent, within the last 12
months, if it did nol equal that of
the Leonora ‘district, excelled that of
Norseman. If the FPremier, when intro-
ducing the Bill for the construction of
the Nannine-Cue line, and probably at a
fime anterior to the period when he gave
a promise to the settlers, could find a
reasonable argument in the fact that
Nannine would be benefited, also the
pastorul industry, how much greater
was the force of the argument now, when
not only were there one town, but seven
centres of population, and not only were
there 2,000 ounces returned per month
by the Nannine district, but the average
was now 5,000 or 6,000 ounces a month.
He urged these points, not in opposition
to the construction of the line to
Goomalling, but as a kind of answer
to the member for the Murray (Mr.
Greorge) ; because if that hon. member
had a reason to object to the item,
how much greater reason had he (Mr.
Moorhead) to object. He had a greater
reason than the mewber for the Murray
in opposing this line, but he could
not play “the dog in the manger” in
such a manner as that. If a case had
been made out, in his opinion, for the
construction of the Goomalling line,
then because injustice had been done to
another part of the country he could not
vote against this item. He had taken
advantage of this item which had been
brought hefore the Committee, to press
on the attention of the Premier and Com-
missioner of Crown TLands that in the
Nannine district there was no longer one
town with a population which at one time
only numbered 600, and which at one
time only returned 2,000 ounces of gold
a month ; but now Nannine had a popu-
lation of ¢gver 2,000, and a gold output
of hetween 5,000 and 6,000 ocunces »
omonth. In the Nannine clistrict alone at
the present time there were 173 stampers
guing, and there were orders to the extent
of 560 head of stampers, which would be
in full swing in six months’ time. That
was in the Nannine district alone, to say
i nothing of Abbott's, Gruvelstone, Horse-
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shoe, and Peak Hill. If any member of !

the House had reason to oppose the pas-
sing of this item, it was himself ; but he
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Southern Cross and Ealgoorlie would be

. completed,

could not bring himself to do so, because

he recognised that a case had been made
out for the Goomalling line, and he would
be sorry to block a measure which would
prevent people from being intimately con-
nected with the markets of the colony.

Ttem put, and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes .. 21
Noes ... 10
Muajority for 11
AYES, Noks.
Hou. S. Burt Mr. George
BMr, Connor Mr, Holmes
Mr. Conclly Mr. Nlngworth
Mr. Ewing Nr. James
Sir Johu Forrest, Mr. Leake
Mr. A. Forrest Mr. Rohson
Mr. Hall Mr, Solowmon
Mr. Hobble My. Waliace
Mr. Lefroy My. Wilson
Mr. Locke Mr. Gregory (Teller).
Mr. Monger
Mr, Moorheund
Mr., Moran
My, Morgnus
Mr. Penvefather
Mr. Piesse
Mr. Quinlan
Mr. Rason
Mr. Throssell
Hon, H. W. Venn
Mr. Doherty (Tslier),

Ttem thus passed.

Item, rails and fastenings £100,000 :

Mr. MORAN: How much of this
£100,000 would be devoted to the dupli-
cution of the Coolgardie line? Did the
Minister of Railways intend to go ahead
with the relaying of the 190 miles, in
addition to the 100 miles already done?

COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS.
The question of the duplication of the
Coolgardie line had not been settled vet;
and although it might be necessary to
carry out the duplication very soon, pro-
vigion had not been made in this £100,000
for that work. It was intended as soon
as possible to go on with the work of
relaying the remainder of the Yilgarn
line, and to complete the 59 miles between
the end of the heavy rails now being laid
and Southern Cross, so as to complete
the section, nsing this vote for the pur-
pose.
had been laid, these could not be made
use of until the section was complete, and
it was intended as soon as possible to
relay the 170 miles between Northam and

Me. MORAN : The assurance given hy
the Commissioner of Railways bore out the
opinion that there would be no attempt
to complete any of the proposed new
railways within the next 12 months,
owing to the impossibility of getting the
rails before next vear; and to complete
the relaying of thelines would be as much
as could be done. When it came to
carrying water pipes for the ygoldfields
water scheme, the Commissioner's hands
would be full without attempting to build
new railways.

Me. Leake: How much of the money
in thiz loan schedule was it proposed to
reappropriate next year ?

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: Like some of the other questions
the hon. member asked, this was so
unintelligible as to make it impossible to
give a reply.

Mr. LearE: Was the question too
difficult ?

Me. GEORGE: Ware the indents
being prepared for the rails for which
the Committee were voling money? 1f
the indents were not sent in very shortly,
the Commissioner would find that, owing
to a general rise of prices in the metal
market, he might have to pay a great
deal more than he anticipated.

Tne CommissiONER OF RaILways:
The indents were not being prepared, but
they would be put in hand as soon as
possible.

Mr. Leaks: How much of the mnoney
in the loan schedule was it proposed to
raise by the issue of Treasury bills ?

Tae ComMIsSIONER OF RaAiLwavs:
That was a question for the Treasurer.

Mr. Leage: It was highly probable
no one but the Treasurer could answer
the question.

Mgr. GEORGE: In view of the im-

- portant financial question now before the

Although 115 miles of heavy rails

Southern Cross. Immediately this section

was finished, the 140 miles of line hetween

Committee, should the Premier
Treasurer not be in his place ?

Mr. LeakE: The Premier’s presence
was nol necessary.

Mr. GEORGE moved that progress
be reported, because an important ¢ues-
tion had been asked, which ought to be
angwered by the Treasurer.

otion to report progress, put aund
negutived. )

and
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Mr. GEQORGE drew attention to the
state of the House. [At this mornent
the Treasurer entered the Chamber.]
Now that the Premier had returned,
there was no desire to call attention to
the state of the House.

Mr. LEAKE: Would the Premier
inform the Committee how much of the
money mentioned in the loan schedule
it was proposed to raise by the issue of
Treasury bills ?

Tre PREMIER : The Goverument did
not propose to raise any of the money
Ly Treasury bills, so far as he was aware.

Mg. LEAKE: How did the Premier
propose to raise the money ?

T'me PremiEr : By the sale of inseribed
stock.

Mg, ILLiveworTH: Ask the Premier
something easy.

Mr. LEAKE: Then the first loan
would be appropriated towards the con-
struction of these loan works, and not
towards completing works already in
hand ? :

Tae PREMIER: Surely the lhon.
member had not sat in this House all
these years——

Mr. Leake: Without being confused ?

0.

The PREMIER: Suarely the hon. mem-
ber had not sat all those years in the
House, and was still of opinion that when
a loan was raised by the sale of inscribed
stock, the identical money raised was
devoted to the very purposes mentioned
in the Act under which it was raised.
Such a plan would necessitate paying at
least double interest. There was one
general loan account,

Mz. GeoreE: The noney was “ pooled.”

Tae PREMIER: All moneys borrowed
were put into the general loan account.
A loan raised under ome Act was put
into the “pool” and used for purposes
required during the time the money was
wvailable, the next amount required being
aised under another loan; but it all
came vight in the end. In the meantime,
it might be said that money raised under
one Loan Act, was being used for the
purposes of another Act; but a little
congideration would show that it would
be impossible to do otherwise. Supposing
£1,000,000 were raised for the Coolgardie
water scheme, and at the same time
works were being carried on under the
general purposes Act of 1896, which
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authorised the raising of £3,500,000: if
the money were not wanted for the
Coolgardie water scheme, it would be
necessary, according to the suggestion of
the member for Albany (My. Leake), to
keep the £1,000,000 lying in the bank,
and borrow money in order to carry on
K}e works under the general purposes
ct.

Mr. Moraxn: But did that not neces-
sitate a reappropriation Act?

Tue PREMIER,: Not at all; and on
this point he would let members into the
*“ secrets of the prison-house.” A sum of
£2,000,000 had been raised under the
general purposes Act of 1896, leav-
ing £1,500,000 yet to be raised; and
£1,000,000 had Deen borrowed under
authorisation for the goldfields water
supply scheme. All this latter money had
not been used on the water scheme, some
beifg utilised for the general purposes
authorised by the Act of 1896 ; but when
the remaining £1,500,000 under the later
Act came to be raised, not one single
penny would be devoted to general pur-
poses, but all would be devoted to the
goldfields water scheme, because the
general purposes Act had been kept
going with funds which rightly belonged
to the water scheme. .

MRr. Moran: That was all right if the
Government had authorisation.

Tux PREMIER: The Government
must not go beyond the authorisation,
because to do so would be acting illegally.
S0 long as the authorisation was not
exceeded, if the moneys of one authorisa-
tion had ‘been used tor aunother purpose,
thers would always be another authorisa-
tion from which to repay.

Mre. InuiveworTts: It was a case of
recoup. '

Tueg PREMIER: It was a case of
recoup, and otherwise the business of the
country could not be carried on, because
there would be a large credit to one
account, and no credit to another. For
instance, if this Bill passed, he hoped
to raise, when opportunity occurred,
£1,500,000, or something like that sum,
under the geneval purposes Act of 1896,

Me. Leake: In Treasury bills?

Tue PREMIER: No; by the sale of
inscribed stock. And the money would be
used for any purposes which had been
authorised, some of it under the present
Bill und sume for the goldfields water
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scheme; Dbut by and by, when it was
desired to raise more money, that would
be done under this Bill, and the money
would go into the pool and be recouped.

Mr. Morax : The only thing was that
the last got  his tail bitten off.”

Tue PREMTER : The last clause of
the Bill provided that the Governor might
authorise the Treasurer to advance any
sumsnot exceeding the amountaunthorised,
and the money so advanced must be
retained by the Treasurer out of any
moneys coming to his hands under the
authority of the Bill.

Mz. IziveworTH: What about dis.
count ¥

Tre PREMIER: The discount ques-
tion would have to be dealt with by and by,
and it had been dealt with it fo some
extent. It was a serious matter to raise
loans at a discount, because certain
moneys were appropriated up to the
amount voted, whereas the amount was
not realised ; and unless there was a wind-
fall by which a premium was obtained,
more votes would bave to be obtained to
make up the deficiency.

Mr. InvingwokTH: Where did the
reappropriations come in ?

Taz PREMIER: Reappropriations,
he took it, omly put the loans from
which t-hey were appropristed in the
same position as if they had been origin-
ally voted at the amounts as they now
stood, after the reappropriation had been
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largely in the beginning,
works.

Me. InuineworTH : It was bad busi-
ness.

Tue PREMIER : Itinjured our credit

in regard to

, when there was no occasion, although

deducted. For instance, the Coolgardie -

water scheme had to cost £2,500,000, and
of that £460,000 had been reappro-

priated, and therefore some £%,000,000 .

odd was left. Tf, when this sum had
been spent, more was required, it would
be necessary to raise a new loan, as if
there had been no reappropriation. A
case in point was the rolling-stock vote,
which was reduced two years ago by
£200,000 then reappropriated.

My, Mokaw : Did it not mean that the
works were costing more? Why the
extra loan ?

Tue PREMIER: For rollmg-stock

there was a large vote of £1,200,000, of °

which £200,000 was reappr oprm.ted and
when there wuas reappropriation, the
original authorisation was reduced by the
amount reappropriated, and had to be
recouped ; and if the works cost wore,
there must be a new loan. He was very
soTry reappropriations had been made so

there was some little dificulty, inasmuch
as if the Government were committed to
certain works, people soon knew it, and
money had to be provided. At the
same time, it was not intended to
draw on appropriations to the same
extent as had been the case since 1896.
However, we had nearly got rid of all our
appropriationsnow. When wegotanother
lpan raised on inscribed stock, we would
Le free of owr authorisations altogether,
with the exception of this and also of some
of the Treasury bills. We were getting
over the difficulties that we met in 1896
when we were on top of the wave, and
when doubtless we thought we were
stronger financially than the TLoudon
people would allow us to be. As to what
the hon. member asked about now, the
hon. member would thoroughly under-
stand that if we made advances from one
loan fund to another we had to refund the
amount, as provided by Section 6 of the
Act.

Mr. Moran: In reference to all loan
moneys and appropriations 1t was optional
with the Government themselves, without
the sanetion of Parliament.

Tve PREMIER: Section 6 was in-
serted in every one of our Acts, by which
the Government could make advances
from any funds at their disposal for one
purpose to another, provided the mouey
was paid back from funds authorised
when funds came to hand,

Ttem put and passed.

Ttem, Railway Workshops £20,000 :

Mer. GEORGE : The vole was absurd.
He did not say the necessity for the rail-
way workshops was absurd, for those
workshops were proved to be an absolute
necessity.

THE COMMISSIONER oF RATLWAYS :
We had £17,000.

Mr. GEORGE:- What would the
total cust of the workshops be ?

Toee CoMMISSIONER oF RAILways :
£80,000.
Me. GEORGE: It would be more

agreeable to him if the item were increased
from £20,000 to £50,000. The work

could then be got on with in something
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like a Dbusiness form.
was comnmitted to the fact that the work-
shops should be at Midland Junction, and
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The country °

the country was suffering day after day -

through the workshops being at Fremantle,
whereby the work was retarded. If the
Governmentcould see their way to increase
the surn from .£20,000 to £50,000 they
would have his vote.

THE Premier: We already had
£17,000.
Mr. GEORGE : The Commissioner

of Railways said thet £80,000 was re-
quired. The repairs to the rolling-stock
of the country were costing a tremendous
lot more than they should, and there was
inconvenience all the way round.
Government were goiny to have the work-
shops at Midland Junction, why did they
not, ask for enough money and have the
job done properly ?

Mz. EWING: When did the Govern-
ment intend to start the work? He
thought that not ounly did he and his
constituents, but many of the officers
in the Railway Department who were
responsible for carrying on the traflic in
the country, and for the cempetency of
the machinery in their hands, and also
the community generally, wished to know
when the loss we were informed officially
wus being sustained by the Government
year after year and day after duy, by the
cramped position of the workshops at
Fremantle, was going to end. Not only
would he be glad tohear it was intended
to start these works immediately, but he
was confident the Committee and the
community would be glad to hear it from
the Minister in charge. .

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: No one regretted more than he
did that the works had not been com-
menced. In fact he had hoped that
during this year there would be a com-
mencement. It seemed to him we had
too many generals in the business. They
all put forward their ideas in regard to
these shops, and matters were hung up
sometimes in connection with designs. We
had an expert opinion from a gentlernan
in England during the time of the visit of
the Engineer-in-Chief, and it was thought
that on his return to the colony the
design he would bring back with bim
would be acceptable to the people who
had to work in these shops here. When
this design wuas submitted to the Loco-
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motive Bugineer, objection was taken
to it, and recently the KEngineer-in-
Chief was instructed to comne to some
understanding withont delay in regard
to this matter. There had been several
conferences with the Locomotive Engi-
neer, and he (the Cr-mmissioner) believed
there was a probability of the design
being so far ugreed to now that we
should make some commencement of

. the work during this financial year. As

_ this with the £20,000 now

If the

to the amount available, he might say
that already £17,000 had been voted, and
asked for
would, he thought, be sufficient to carry
out the work in connection with these
shops during the next 18 months, so

! that before that time had expired the

Government would be able to ask for
more money to continue the work. No one
regretted more than he that these works
had not been started, and as to what had
been said by the member for the Murruy
(Mr. George) with regard to the expendi-
ture which the country was put to now in
connection with the repairs to stock, such
expense could be obviated if we had these
shops in working ovder at Midlund
Junction, and the sooner we could get
there the better for the country, for the
rolling-stock, and for the railways. He
could assure the hon. wmember that the
Government were doing their best to
push the work forward.

Mr. GroroE : Wasit proposed to buiid
one section of the work ¥

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RATL-

. WAYS: It was intended to get the work

s0 far forward that we could move from
Fremantle. The Locomotive Engineer
considered, and he (the Commissioner)
thought rightly so, that to take a portion
of the works to Midland Junetion and
have them under dual control would be
false economy, and that it would be far
better to make a commencement altogether
up there as soon as he was ready to get
inte the new shops.

Mr. GeoreeE: Would what was now
proposed enable him to do it ?

Tuy CoMMISSIONER oF RaiLways:
Yes.

Mr. EWING : So very much had Leen
heard by him about the difficulty that
had existed between the several branches
of the department as to designs, that he
thought the Minister should not have any
more troubde between them. He under-
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stood that this trouble as to designs had | required

existed for 12 months. Surely the
Minister could give the officers instrue-
tions that they must settle their differ-
ences, and if they could not settle their
differences, we had better find others who
could.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: It was simple enough to give
instructions and to see them carried out,
but it would be a mistake to force this
matter forward and tell the officer in
charge that he must carry out the work,
and that the parties must come to some
understanding with regurd to the designs.
If the officer were told so, and afterwards
the shops were not suitable, the country
would probably have more reason to cast
blame upon the Government than they
would if the Government did not force
the matter. We must come to some
understanding after due deliberation. He
regretted very much the delay had
oceurred, but at this juncture it would not
do to force matters in the way the
member for the Swan (Mr. Ewing)
suggested. Let us wait a little while.
He thought there was some probability
of the designs being agreed upon and the
works commenced.

Mr. BEwing : Within six months ?

Mr. Leake: The Government had
ouly had three years.

Mr. Ewing: Would the Government
do it iu six months ?

Tre COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: A promise would not be given
by him to do it in any specitied time, He
would iry to do it.

Item put and passed.

Item, Rolling-stock £165.000 :

Mz, GEORGE: How would the
£500,000 for rolling-stock, referred to
the other night, be paid ?

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: Information had already been
given to the House with regard to this
rolling-stock. Indents had been prepared
for a certain proportion, and a cable
message sent to Londow., The work in
hand would come to about £140,000 or
£150,000. Further indents were being
prepared  for work which would be put
mn hand as soon as possible. This work
would extend over a perind of 18 months
or two years. The work most urgent
would he carried on as soon as possible.
Ultimately the cost of the rolling-stock
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would be something over
£500,000, and provision must be made
for it. The necessity for rolling-stock
was evident, and the Government were
quite aware of the necessity, aud in-
tended to do all that was needed to have
stock as soon as possible.

Item put and passed.

Ttem, Additions and improvements to
opened lines (construction) £65,000:

Put and passed.

Item, Boulder railway extension and
duplication (construction) £20,000:

Mr. MORAN: What was 1t intended
to do?

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: What was proposed to be done
was firgt of all to carry cut the duplica-
tion immediately as far as the Horseshoe.
That would cost about £25,000. The
hon, member (Mr. Moran) mnst not
forget that in the provision made lere
there was allowance for £20,000 for rail-
way extension and duplication, and in
the item * Rails and fastenings” pro-
vision was made for rails, so that taking
£10,000, say, out of that amount for
rails, the amount would come to £30,000,
and the estimated cost of the whole work
completed was £47,000, leaving a balance
of £17,000 to be provided. Of that
amount he had also available on another
authorisation £3,600. There were also
other small allocations which could he
used for this purpose. For the present
it was only intended to carry the dupli-
cation to the Gnumballa, station, known
us the Horseshoe, and subsequently it
would be seen whether it was necessary
to continue the line as suggested.

Mr. MORAN wmoved that the words
“extension and ” he struck out.

Tue CommissioNEr oF Rarnways: To
that there would be no objection.

Amendment put and passed, and the
item as amended agreed to.

Item, Coolgurdie to Bonnie Vale {con-
struction) £10,000:

Tue PREMIER: This railway huad
been recommended for construction in
the Governor’s Speech of last year, and
also appeared in this year's Speech.
When the proposal was first introduced,
Bonnie Vale was more prosperous than at
present; but this, he believed, was not
due to the district having deteriorated or
to the mines Lecoming less valuable, but
to the circumstunce commnion on new gold-
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fields, that reconstructions had to be | would pass the Coolgardie racecourse,

made, necessitating some delay. He bad
been informed and believed, having
travelled through the district, that the
Bonnie Vale mines were very good, and
that they would give employment to large
numbers of men.

Mz. ILLINGWORTH !
racecourse line ?

Tue PREMIER: The hon. member
took great interest in horse-racing, and

Wus not this a

T“,
I
!
|

he (the Premier) would presently give .

him all information on that subject. It
was only proposed to carry this railway
a distance of seven miles.

Mz. Groree: Would it pay ?

Tee PREMIER: Certainly; else it
would not be proposed.

Mr. LeEaxe: How many people were
there in the district ?

Tae PREMIER: The member for
Coolgardie (Mr. Morgans) would give
that information. Not ouly were there
good mines at Bonnie Vale, but that
place was on the road to the 25-Mile.
where there were many mines which,
though not too flourishing, promised well
for the future. These ncluded the
Wealth of Nations. There had once been
a difficulty in persuading the House of
the advisableness of bringing the railway
from Kalgoorlie via Broad Arxrow to
Menzies, rather than from Coolgardie by
Bonuie Vale und Kunanalling through
Broad Arrow.

Mr. Moran: The former policy had
proved correct.

Tue PREMIER : Certainly; and for
that the public had t¢ thank him (the
Premier); for the people of those two
districts left the route entirely to the
Goverminent, and hon. members generally
were not then acquainted with the locality.
The member for Meuzies (Mr. Gregory)
knew that a deputation from Menzies
met him (the Premier) at Coolgardie and

urged that the railway should not go by -

Kalgoorlie, but through Kunanalling, or,
as it was called, ** the 25.”

Mz. GreEcorY: And the latter was at
that time the better district.

Tre PREMIER: But the latter pro-
posal would not have been the wiser, nor
did he think the district was even then
the better or the more populous. At one
time Bonnie Vale was well thought of,
and would doubtless be more important
in the future. Moreover, the railway

though he did not advocate wilways to
racecourses unless they would pay.

M=r. GEORGE: Except to the Bunbury
ragecourse.

Tue PREMIER said he had not been
eager about that line, but he believed it
did pay. This Bounie Vale line, however,
would wo doubt pay even in its race-
course traffic, for thousands of people
visited those races about three or four
wiles from Coolgardie; and if there were
nothing else but the racecourse, the ruil-
way would be remunerative. Tt was not
for this reason alone that the line was
advocated, but because it would po to
Bonnie Vale, where there were mines,
aud where, at the time the railway was
first proposed, some 1,000 pecple had
been working. The member for Cool-
gardie {Mr. Morgans) would confirme the
statement that these mines had not been
taken up on “spec.” They had been
developed ; they had wachinery; and
they would ultimately become of yreat
importance. However, the railway should
not be commenced until those mines were
once more at work; in fact with the
exceplion of surveying the line, and
probably of ordering some rails, nothing
would be done until the Fouse could
meet again; and the Bill for the con-
struction of the railway would not be
introduced this session, so that hon.
members could, if desirable, veto its con-
struction next year, when he hoped how-
ever to have ample evidence that the
ruilway to Bounie Vale and te “the
25" was fullv justified. For throwing
out the item at present there wus no
justification, considering how long ago it
had been promised, how earnestly it was
desired DLy the people around Coolgardie,
and that it led to a place which must
undoubtedly become o great centre.

Mr. Morav: In view of the promise
given mnot to introduce the Bill this
session, the item would not be opposed.

Tue PREMIER: Very good. Some-
thing was due to Coolgardie, the pioneer

- goldfield town of the colony; and to

refuse to expend £10,000 to ussist that
centre by giving facilities for its advance-
ment, as well as for pleasure, would be un
action not altogether in consonance with
the spirit in which hon, members doubtless
desired to act in regard to this town which
had doue so much for Western Australia.
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ME. ILLiyeworTH : Sentiment!

justified. Though there was a temporary
depression over this centre with which it
was not afflicted when first the line was
advocated, still he would not bring in the
special Bill for constructing the line until
next session.

Tiem put, and a division being called for
by M=. LBAEE, it was taken with the
following result: —

Ayes ... .. 20
Noes ... o ... 8
Majority for ... 12
AYES. NuEes.
Mr. Conuor Br. Uiregory
Mr. Conolly Mr, Iingworth
Sir John Forrest Mr. James
Mr. A. Forrest Mr. Leake
Mr. George Mr. Monwu
Mr. Hull Mr, Robson
Mr. Highouy DMr. Wallnce
Mr. Hulbble Mr. Wilson (Tellor).
Mr. Lefroy
Mr, Locke
Mr, Mouger
Mr. Moorhead
Mr. Pennefather
Mr. Morguns
%{r. Pie_ﬁe
T. waniau
Mr. gﬂ
Mer. 'I'hrossell
Hou. H. W. Yeun
Mr. Doherty (Teller).

Item thus passed.

Item, Coolgardie to Norseman railway
(first mst.alment construction) £60,000;

Tue PREMIER said he bad intrc
duced nany measurves inte this House,
but seldom had he introduced anything
on which he felt more strongly than on
this line to connect Coolgardie with
Norseman. He knew many objections
had been raised to thisline. There were
political difficultics, these being perbaps
the most grave ; there were also difficulties
raised by persons who thought railways
should be built in other directions before
this one; but this railway would be but
the extension of the railway system of the
volony 100 miles to the south of Cool-
gardie, in the same way as we had
extended the 1ailway system of the
colony mnorthwards from Coolgardie to
Menzies. After leaving Coolgardie, this
line would go through w rich anriferous
belt where there were very rich mines,
where water wus scarce for seven or eight
miles, unti}l it reached Londonderry, past
Burbanks. This country would provide
a good deal of traffic, and the railway
would uive facilities for mining develop-
wment. Al Londonderry there was a tank

[ASSEMBLY.)
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" which would hold 3,000,000 gallons of
Tue PREMIER: The expenditure was °

water, and which he was glad to say was
generally full of fresh water. Beyond
Londonderry the line would go tu
‘Widgemooltha, 50 miles from Cool-
gardie, where there was another tank,
well cemented, which cost £10,000 to
£15,000; the capacity of this tank being
2,300,000 gallons of water, and generally

1.

Mr. GeorcE: Many people there?

Tue PREMIER: Not many. There
were formerly about 1,500, but not that

* number now. Twenty-five miles further
. there was another 8,000,000 gallon tank;

. then the line would go on to the Peninsula
¢ leases and to Norseman, another 25 miles.

- und cheap

Norseman was a considerable town and a
wood auriferous distriet; the population
bemg something like 1 600, perhaps a
liffle more at the present time. The
community at Norseman were isolated :
they had two means of couvununication,
one with Esperance 125 miles, and the
other with Coolgardie 100 or 105 niles.
The people obtained supplies from both
these places, and they had telegraph and
postal communication ; still the difficulty
of transit was so great he did not suppose
there was any place in the colony where
the people were more isolated from the
rest of the population than were those ut
Norseman. Most of those people came
from South Australia, travelling from the
coast 125 miles up to the Dundas district,
and setiling at Norseman. Their inter-
course was with Esperance and Coolgardie,
except in so far as the merchants had
trade relations between Norseman, Cool-
gardie, and Fremantle; the trade being
ubout equal, or probably a little in favour
of Coolgardie. These people were abso-
lutely isolated from the rest of Western
Australia, as if they bad nothing to do
with it; they knew nothing of the public
life here; they had scavcely had an
uppertunity of meeting the public men,
and were really associated more with
South Australia than with Western
Australia. His object was to break down
that barrier and give the people an eusy
communication with the
populous districts of the colony ; for the
people there had never yet had an oppor-
tunity of becoming in reality West Aus-
tralians. While effecting this object by
railway commuuication, we would be
giving the people the advantage and an
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opportunity of becoming
tralians, by visiting people down here,
and seeing what was going on; having
opportunities not only of visiting Perth
and Fremantle, but also visiting their
fellow-workers in Coolgardie, Kalgoorlie,
and Menzies. While doing this, we would
also be doing good to the people of the
colony, and at the same time giving an
additional market for the people here.

Indeed at present our traders had not !

more than balf the market of the Norse-

[4 DEcEMBER, 1899.]

West Aus- '

tan district, the other half having a ;

connection with South Australia through
Bsperance Bay. It was only reasonable
to believe that with additional faeilities
of transit, the population at Norseman
was likely to increase, and he had no
doubt the prosperity and advancement of

Norseman would largely increase when -

better facilities for transit were given,
The line would bave the advantage of
binding that part of the colony to this
part, and making the people really feel
they were not scjourners in a strange
land, but part and parcel of Western
Australia, which he ventured to say they
did not feel at present, being so isolated.
Some people said a railway from Cool-
gardie to Norseman, a distance of 100
miles, wonld be a tax on the people of
Norseman, because if the line was built
from Esperance, 125 miles, the people
would only have to pay freight on the
125 1iles of railway, whereas they wonld
have to pay freight for 400 odd miles on
goods from Fremantle. The people of
Norseman would not be in auny worse
position than the people of Menzies, and
he had not heard anyone at Menzies
complain of being badly treated because
they had to pay railage from Fremantle;
therefore he did not see why the people
of Norseman should complain either, If
a2 ratlway from Norseman to Esperance
were coustructed, the freights might not be
at the same rate as those for the existing
lines of the colony: he thought they
would not be, for he ecould not see how
the Government could afford to keep up
a separate railway system between Norse-
man and Esperance, provide workshops,
provide a distinet railway system, provide
distinet rolling-stock and all the para.
phernalia requisite on a distinct line of
railway covering only 125 milas. He did
not think that railway could pay, with a
small community of ,600 or 2,000 people;

. auriferous line of country.

isolated ¥
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and it would be absurd to expect that
the rate of charge according to mileage
conld be the same for that line of railway
as for the whole railway system of the
colony ; therefore he did not think much
of that argument. Be that as it might,
the advantage to the people of Norseman
in being directly connected with the
whole railway svstem of Western Aus-
tralia, and having opportunities of going
to and fro and obtaining their supplies
directly in a few hours from the port of
Fremantle, certainly would bLe a great
advantage to them; and looking at ik
from the point of view of the remainder
of the people of the colony who were not
living at Norseman, they too would have
the advantage of being able to get to
Norseman in a tew hours and do business
with the people there, and would alse be
able to take advantage of the investments
in that locality. Whether we looked at
it from the point of view of the people of
Norseman or from the point of view of
the people of this part of the colony, the
connection of Norseman with the railway
gystem of the colony would be of far
greater advantage to us than to have a
Line from Esperance, which would be an
isolated vailway, altogether separate from
the rest of the colony.

Mxr. GeorGe: Would it pay?

ITve PREMIER: It should not be
forgotten that from Conlgardie to Norse-
man the railway would run through an
Widge-
mogltha at oue time had a population of
1,500, though now, with several hotels
and a post-office, there were only 20 or 30
residents. Bnut given facilities of transit
and opportunities for exploration and
prospecting, that country would yet prove
of value; because there was plenty of
gold there, and only opportunity and
means of easy nccess were required to
have the district utilised. All the way
from Coolgardie to Norsenian was timber
country, which in itself would provide an
immense amount of traffic in supplying
the Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie mines.
Timber would soon be worth gomething
in that district, becanse it was being ent
out in all directions, and this large extent
of country would yet prove a valuable
asset. What was the doty of the Govera-
ment in this matter? Had an huport-
ant, centre like Norseman to he' left
Whether for political or any
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other reasoms, if Norseman were left
isolated, the colony would suffer in the
future. Was it fair that a large com-
munity, preducing an immense amount
of gold monthly, should be left abzolntely
isolated, and Le told they would not be
given railway facilities sweh as were
enjoved by every other part of the colony
of equal importance? So far as he was
able to judge, this railway to Norseman
would pay, becanse there were, he believed,
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!
t
|

1,600 people at Norseman now, and it

was quile certain that with a railway the
population would soon be doubled, and
large development take place, as there
always did when the advantages of transit
were given. The country between Cool-

gardie and Norseman would be opened
and, more than all these benefits, :

out;
the line wonld hind the Norseman
people to Western Australia, and make
them tndeed Western Australians, which
they were not now, and which thev could
not be under present conditions. He was
not looking at the matter from one point
of view. PFirst, he regarded the matter in
the light of the interests of the people of
a gold-producing centre, and the interests
of the goldfields of the colony, especially
of what he termed the Eastern goldfields ;

then he considered the interests of the .

agricultural centres of the Avon Valley,
and of the South-Western corner; then
the interests of Perth and Fremantle,

and, finally, he considered the interests

of the whole colony. He knew Norse-
man, the Eastern goldfields, the metro-

pnhta,u distrzet, and the port of Fre- |

mantle; and from his own personal
knowledge, this railway was thoroughly
justiﬁed. What was the opposition to
the railway ¥ He would be very glad to
hear from anyone in the Committee what
was the real objection to the building of
this railway. No doubt, the Govern-
ment would be told that they could not
ufford the expenditure; but on that he

joined issue at once, becanse he believed -

this railway would pay the colony well
But of what value were the objections
which came from the Opposition, who
opposeldl even the best projects the
Government brought forward? At any
rate, it the Opposition did not oppose
those projects, they never supported them.
There were hou members who, years ago,
before they entered Parlinment, advocated

a raiiway from Coolgardie to Ksperance,

in Commitlee.

They made a sort of fetish of the proposal,
and said the ouly salvation of the commtry
was to connect the town of Coolgardie
with the sea-coast at Esperance. And
yet those very persons, if it came to a
vote, wounld probably oppose building the
proposed line which went half way to
Esperance.
Mr. Mogan:
of the line ?
Tre PREMIER: If it were the first
section, surely those iu favour of the

T'his was the first section

‘whole should be in favour of half.

Mr. Monrax: Was the person in
favour of the half in favour of the
whole ?

Tue PREMIER: He need not be;
but the person in favour of the whole
should be in favour of the half: the
other suggestion did not follow at all.
The duty of Parliament was to look after
every district in the colony, as far as
possible, and give satisfaction to every
section of the community; but doing
that, we ought not to do anything that
would injure the whole body. We must
not, for the sake of helping one portion
of the community, do injury to the whole,
and he hoped no one who assisted him in
the matter would do so on that ground.
If the railway from Coolgardie to Norse-
man, though of great value to the latter
place, was going to injure the whole of
the community, then let no one vote for
the item. If he (the Premier) was wrong,
it was in that he believed the railway
would not injure, but would benefit the
colony as a whole. The great difficulty
Western Australia laboured under in
regard to federation was our isolation:
all the other difficulties were nothing in
eomparison. We were so far away from
the other colonies, with 1,000 miles of
arid country between, that we were not
in touch or sympathy with them; and
it that were so with this colony as related
to the other colomies, was it not so,
in o local and lesser degree, with the
Norseman people, whe were doing good
work and producing 4,000 or 5,000
ounces of gold per month ? ‘The isolation
which the Norseman people experienced
meant that they had no interest in the
rest of the colony, their only idea being
the advancement of Norseman itself and
the countries they had come from. If
hon. members conld do anything to drag
down this barrier, and make the Norse-
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man people feel that the rest of the
people of the colony had a sincere
mterest in them, and desired to benefit
thewn and include them as real Western
Australians, and if that could be accom-
plished without injuring the community
generally, it would be a good work done,
and a work we should not be ashamed of.
Only take, for instance, any business man
having relations with Norseman at the
present time: could he go and see the
people there? Could they visit him ?
Could they have a ready persoual inter-
course 7 Omne must say deliberately,
“No.” It must be all done by letter;
and people doing business there under
such conditions, for the next 10 years
perbaps would not be able to visit one
another at all. In regard to the develop-
ment of the gold mines there, who was
going to take any interest in Norseman,
if he lived in Perth and could not get to
Norseman to look at it? Was a person
here 1o make a pilgrimage to Albany, then
take ship, being on board a day ora day
and & half whilst getting to Esperance,
and then make a journey of 125 miles
inland by a two-days.coach drive?

Mr. Hopsow: Was there any coach
from Coolgardie ?

Tae PREMIER: The hon. member
would be told directly. He was always
interrupting, though perhaps that was
the way of people at Geraldton. Aftera
person got to Norseman, he would havea
two-days journey to get to Coolgardie,
and there he would reach the railway
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the colony. He might say with regard

-to this work that he had no desire to

hurry it on. It took some time, even
when one was in a hurry, to commence to
build a railway, as we knew by experience
for a survey had to be made and plans
must be prepared, these requirements
ocoupying severnl months. Tt would be
almost impossible, even if the Govern-
ment desired it, to have the survey made
to Norsemnan and the contract let before
this House met at the end of June in
next year. We could certainly do some-
thing: we could have the survey nade
and plans prepared, and we could order
the rails and fastenings. As far as he
was personally concerned, so much was
he in earnest with regard to this matter
that he was not anxions that the Bill in
relation to Norseman should be passed
through the House this session. He
would undertake, if members would sup-
port him in getting the vote on this
Loan Bill, that with the exception of
ordering rails and fastenings (which
would be ordered out of voites for
general purposes if the House would
not pass » specinl Bill), a special Bill
ghould not be introduced during this
session ; but he would introduce one next
session, and everything would then be
ready. The survey would be made, the
rails and fastenings no doubt would be
ordered, and they might be in the colony
by fhat time for all he knew; and the
Government would then at the next

i meeting of Parlinment bring in a special

system and feel he was practically at .

home. But all this took &ime,
business now-a-days could not be con-
ducted on such lines.
do busginess at Norseman should be
enabled to get into a railway train at 7-30,
and arrive m Norseman at 2 or ® o'elock
next day. After doing business at Norse.
man, one could return by railway easily,
after being away from Perth perhaps less
than two days. By rail there would he
exsy means of communication, and we
knew the railway rates were not very
expensive. Then the people at Norseman
had no means of going to see other parts
of the goldfields unless they made a long
pilgrimage, being away from home for
weeks at a time; whereas if they were in
close communication, it wonld be a great
advantage to them and to the other
goldfields, as well as for business men in

and -

Anyone desiring to -

Bill authorising the construction. Thig
was Lot an unusual course, In the case
of the Bridgetown and Collie railways,
the same course was followed ; and even
if this course were not adopted he did
not believe the work would bLe m hand
before next session. We all knew there
were many difficulties in the way in com-
mencing any new works in this colony at
the present time. The war raging in
South Africa lad altogether upset the
meney murket, and the bank rate in
London on the 1st of this month was 6
per cent. The cost of raising a loan by
the sale of inseribed stock was altogether
out of the question at the present time,
Tt was not that we had not plenty of
money to meet all obligations now, for we
had a very large amount in the colony—
he did not know how much, but was glad
to say the Government could put their
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hands on aearly £1,000,000. Still we had

to be eareful, and must not go into under--
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~of the Committee and a sense of fair.

takings and new works until the money -

market was easier in London. He had
no sueh idea, in his mind, and if he had he
could not do it, because the plans, specifi-
cations, and surveys were not ready. We
never had in this colony commenced the
construction of works until the surveys
had been made aud the specifications pre-

pared ; so that hon. memberswho thought

the Government were going to rush into
spending this money all at once, just
because we had an wuthorisation under o
Loan Act, mnst give him credit for a
little more discretion than to do anythmg
of the sort. Until the money market was
easier in London, we must in this colony
go slowly. But the present position of
affairs was not going to last long. He
did not think Mr, Kruger and his Boers
wonld long be able to withstand the
valour and intrepidity of the British army,
and we might depend upon it the reaction
would come very quickly after we had
done with those gentlemen. He again
comwended this item to the consideration
of hon. menbers, and believed they never
would regret assenting to the proposal.
He believed they would be doing what
was just and ryght in the interests of
Western Auvstralia, and would be giving
a great boon to an isolated people who
had for some years been doing quietly
and well a work of great developinent in
this colony.

Mr. HIGHAM : This Bill, so far, and
the schedule lad been gone through
without any considerable opposition ; but
we had now arrived at the principal
“bone of contention.” Most of the
other items were for the completion
or perfection of works existing. Pos-
sibly the majority of hon. members
recognised that the Menzies to Malcelm
railway was one of the most urgent
works, and that the Goowalling rail-
way also was urgent. ‘We had amrived
at one of the most debatable points in the
Bill.

M=r. Rossoy: That was from a Fre-
mantle point of view,

Me. HIGHAM : Not necessarily from
a Fremantle point of view, but, looking
at the time, he certainly thought hon.
members might agree at this stage to
repatt progress.

He moved that progress

be reported, and trosted to the generosity

play.

Motion put and negatived.

MRr. MORAN : There could be no doubt
the Premier had displayed considerable
ability in pushing this Loan Bill through
to-night. The right hon. gentleman was
never at a loss for a particular line of
attack for each question. No one who
heard him just now could doubt for a
moment that he himself considered he
was pursuing what he helieved to be a
proper policy in connecting Coolpardie
with Norseman by this railway. Whether
it was of any use now, or not, making
any opposition to the propesal, members
eould judge for themselves.

Mz. Rosson : Absolutely futile.

Mr. MORAN : All along he had been
opposed to this railway. He belioved it
was beginning at the wrong end, for the
proper policy would have been to connect
Esperance and Norseman by a light line;
but the Premier was starting cut on a
grand wmarch, which would ultimately
connect Coolgardie with Esperance and
with South Awustralia. Bvery day the
goldfields were gaining in strength and in
parliamentary representation. The whole
of the Eastern fields were practically
within 120 miles of Hgperance and of
comumunication with South Australia ;
andl the Esperance railway would be
found impossible to prevent. The
Premier had promised that the Bill for
constructing this Norseman line would
not. be brought in for 12 months. Terrible
things had happened to other Australian
Governments during the last 12 months,
and none knew what might happen here
during next year. Perhaps poor old
Norseman would get the promise of a line
agaln ; a survey of o line might be taken,
and nothing done for another 12 months.
Ruilway Bills were never introduced at
the beginning of a session. Next session
there must be another Loan Bill, to
provide more money for works already
authorised. Look round this Assembly
to-night. Here was a proposal for a
railway, to cost £400,000, and there were
only a few “ dead beats " lying round the
henches. The Assembly resembled nothing
so much as a bush ball about 7 o’clock
in the morning, where the remnants
of the party were hanging across
fences and Iving against walls. The
ouly man with any energy left was



Loan Bill:

[4 DecEMBER, 1899.]

tn Commitiee. 2761

the Premier, who had discussed this | was impossible to see the distinetion.

railway proposal from the points of view
of Coolgardie, Norseman,
Perth, and Geraldton, and then eould only
say it was a desirable line,
could not leave alone old Paul Kruger,
but must use this railway proposal to
have a final shot at that potentate, hoping
that by the time Kruger was dead the
money for this line would be forthcoming.
Why? The Premier said he would be
able to Dbuoild the Coolgardie-Norseman
line, because he kuew the British army
would wipe out the Boer Republic; there-
fore the Coolgardie-Norseman line was
desirable, because Tommy Atkins was
going to knock covners off Panl Kruger
during the next few months. There was
only one other aspect to look at this Line

Fremantle, -

The Premier -

The Government had established running
sheds at Kalgeorlie, and now they would
have to establish running sheds at Cool-
gardie for the benefit of the Norseman
line. There was gold on the road from
Kalgoorlie to Norseman, and surely there
was nothing more than that on the route
from Coolgardie. If the railway were
justified, the policy should Le to have cne
running shed and one internal centre;
and why start from Coolgardie?

Tae Premier: Because it wus the

* ghorter distance by 30 miles.

from, and that was the Peace Conference,
and we must know whether the Peace .

Conference at the Hague was going to be
successful or not. We were authorisin
# line to-night which would cost £400,000.
It was not a line like the Leonora railway,
which was fo be built through a network
of mining centres, but this line was to be
constructed through an ancient gold-min-
ing town yclept Coolgardie, and the only
landmark along the 105 miles was one
tank., There was not a single mine, outs
side Coolgardie, between Coolgardie and
Norseman.

Mx. Ronzor: Red Hill.

Mr. MORAN: Red Hill was not on
the line. Where was the railway policy
going to stop when the Premier proposed
a line from Coolgardie to Norseman ?
What was the special object in starting
this line from Coolgardie?

Tre PrEMIER: Because it was shorter.

M=r. MORAN: It was not shorter than
from the Boulder.

Tug PrEMIER: From Perth it was.

Mr. MORAN: Would the Premier
apply that argument to Geraldton and
Leonora? If the Premier brought for-
ward a measwre to connect Kalgoorlie and
Boulder with Norseman, he (Mr. Moran)
would oppose that line also. At Kal-

Mr. MORAN: There was a shorter
from Bullabulling, and there was more
in this item than appeared on the surface,
more than the were consideration of
distance.

Tae PrREMIER:
else that he knew of.

Mr. MORAN : 'l'he Premier knew per-

There was nothing

+ fectly well that Coolgardie must be given

goorlie the Premier had established an
internal depét for the repair of rolling- .

stock. Kalgoorlie was the capital of the
interior of Weslern Australia, and would
be the largest town in Western Australia

in a couple of years time, becanse Kal- -

goorlie and Boulder were actually one

town, coming together so rapidly that it .

a certain amount of the ‘“good things”
going. It had been promised to Cool-
gardie that this line should start there,
and although another line was justified,
why not keep the promise to Coolgardie?

Tae Premigr: This was the right
route.

Mr. Moreaws: It was a shorter
distance, and more direct.

Mr. MORAN: It was some miles
longer, in point of absolute construc.
tion. The member for Coolgardie {Mr.
Morgans) knew that more gold would be
tapped on ope route than on the other.

Mr. Moreans: The hon. member was
entirely wrong,

Mr. MORAN: The country hetween
Coolgardie and Widgemoolths was known
to lom (Mr. Moran) before ever the
Premier knew it, and there was not a
mine there to-day, or a single colour or
vestige of a mine. A railway from Cool-
gardie to Norseman would have 100 miles
of desert to traverse, and wonld serve
Norseman and Norseman alone, which he
admitted was a promising little goldfield,
with perihanent reefs and a geod quantity
of low-grade ore. The true policy of the
country would have been to allow Esper-
ance to build a narrow-gauge line by
private enterprise to Norseman ; and if
the other goldfields had npever existed,
that would have been allowed. There
was a political remson attached to the
attitude of the CGovernment, but he
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warned them that they were going the
wrong way to keep Perth and Fremantle
the capital centre of the colony. He had
never advocated opening up the trade
with South Australia through Esperance,
but the Premier and his followers were
going the right way to bring that about
in the future.

Mr. Coxwor:
member ?

Mr. MORAN : Not a Dlind follower,
but be hoped an intelligent one who, if
he saw the Government were on the wrong
tack, was always able and willing to say
g80. The promise of the Premier not to
intreduce the Railway Bill until the next
session took considerable ground from
the opposition. The Leonora railway
line was a big work, serving a big centre;
but this line was a big work serving only
one small centre. The glowing picture
drawn by the Premier of the auriferous
country between Coclgardie and Norse-
man was meonshine and absolute “tommy-
rot”" of the worst kind.

Tre Premier: The hon. member
geemed to know more about the mutier
than he (the Premier) did.

Mr. MORAN: The country had been
well tried.

Tue PrEmier: By whom?

Mr. MORAN: TLet the hon. member
for Coolgardie (Mr. Morgans) say how
many men were working down there now.

Mr. Moreans: When he spoke he
would tell the hon, member.

Mr. MORAN: If a single mine could
be found actively working on this pro-
posed line of rounte between Coolgardie
and Norseman, he would be delighted.

Tue PreEMIER : There were plenty at
Norseman, anyway; and others would
come.

Mr. GEORGE: Was it not about
time the House adjourned’? He moved
that progress he reported,

Motion put and negatived.

Mz, CONOLLY : It was not his inten-
tion to speak on this matter, bul after
the very able speech of the Premier and
the amount of debating which had taken
place, he thought the Committee pos-
sessed all the information necessary with

‘What was the hon.

[ASSEMBLY ]

reference to the construction of this line; -

consequently he moved that the question
be now put.

Mgz. GeorcE: That was too bad.

Me. Maran: That was bad.

in Commitiee.

Motion put, and a division called for.

Ms. GEorGE: Let members walk out
of the House, and show their indignation
that way.
; Tpma CrarrMan: Wasa division called

or

Me. Moran : Certainly.

Division taken with the following
result: —

Aves ... 16
Noes ... 8
Majority for 8
Aves. Nors,
Mr. Connor e, Qeorge
Mr. Conolly Mr. Leake
. Ewing Mr, Moran
Sir John Forrest Mr. Quinlon
Mr, A, Forrest Mr, Robson
Mr, Hall Mr. Wallace
Mr. Hubhle | Mr. Wilson
BLr. Lefroy i Mr. Highawn (Teller).
Mr. Locke |
Mr. Mouger
Mr. Morguns '
Mr. Pennefather '
Mr. Piesse !
Mr. Throssell ‘

Hen. H, W. Venn
Mr. Rason (Teller). |

Motion (Mr. Conolly’s) thus passed.

Item put, and passed on the voices.

Item, Public batteries £30,000 —agreed
to.

Item, Development generally £20,000 :
» Mr. LEAKE: Al could now realise
that the Loan Bill had passed, and that
what was predicted had occurred ; that
those hon. members so loud-voiced in
their objections to some of the items in
the Bill either would not vote against
those items, or had taken good care to be
absent from divisions.

Tue Premier: Were no Opposition
members absent ?

Mr. LEAKE: Yes; they had left
when they saw the utter futility of
opposing any items. He would make no
further comments or criticisms on any
other measure during this session, for he
realised the hopelessness of fighting for
principles when they were good. No
parliamentary language conld express the
utter contempt he felt for the procedure
on this Bill, and on many other matters
which had come before the House during
the session ; and he was glad to think the
session wag at a close, and there would no
longer be necessity for hon. members on
either side to attempt further to criticise
the acts of the Administration. The

i Government had thought fif, in some

respects, to break their pledges.
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Mg, MORAN: If the Committee passed

addressing himself to the question of | these items, would he be at liberty to

public batteries ?

Mz, LEAKE : No; to the Chair.

Me. Georee: The item under econ-
sideration was “ Development generally.”

Tre Caarraran begged pardon.

Mr. LEAKE: *Development gener-
ally” He was observing the rules of
debate. As the Chairman did not seem
more anxious than many other members
to listen to the discussion on this or any
other item, he (Mr. Leake) did not wish
to say more than express a hope that the
Government would bLe able to finish off
the business on the Notice Paper in good
time to enable hon, members to enjoy
their Christmas holidays, and if possible
to enable the Government to embark on
another political career of uselessness.

Tre Premier : Usefulness.

Mr. LEAKE: No, useclessness. No
one who had taken the trouble o look at
the list of measures introduced could but
be convinced that we had done nothing
but consider measures of the veriest
claptrap of legislation. Bills had been
introdnced without any intention of being
carried through. The House had been
flouted in every way, and the constit-
uencies and electors treated in a similar
manver. It was generally considered an
honour to belong to a Legislative
Assembly, but it was- a question whether
that honour obtained when a man was a
member of this House. He was glad fo
think the right hon. gentleman would be
able to have a free hand in what had to
be done for the remainder of the session,
and one trusted that in a few years, when
the right hon. gentleman had to appeal
to the electors, he would meet with—-—

M=z. HueBLE: Was the hon. member
in order in speaking to the item generally ?

Mr. GEoRGE: This was a development.

Tue CratkmanN: The hon. member

was wandering, rather, from the sub-
ject.
! Mr. LEAKE said he would not wander
much further, except to say that he hoped
the hon. member who had raised the poin
of order would himself develop into a
politician some day, for at present he had
little of the qualities of a politician. One
hoped the hon. member would endeavour
in future to consider what was for the
advantage of the country rather than for
the individual.

| speak to the whole amount of £750,000

afterwards ?
Tae Cuairman : Not on the items.
Mr. MORAN : Would the amount of

I £750,000 be put?

Tue CHaIRMAN: Yes.

Mr. MORAN: Would there be an
oppertunity of saying a few words with-
out referring to the items?

The CHAIRMAN : Tt was a formal matter
then.

Mg. MORAN : Then he would have to
say a few words on the item ** Develop-
ment generally.” He did not care about
the disgust that hon. members felt, but
he must say the fair-minded and gentle-
manly member who had moved that * the
question be now put’ must feel that he
had done a wrong thing, At the end of
a sucecessful session, as far as the Govern-
ment proposals were concerned, and at
the end of the discussion on a Lonn
Bill which liadl gone through bevond the
expectations of the Government, it was
hardly the thing, on a big milway
item that was debatable, to apply the
o ."

DMgR. GeoreE: It was not in accord-
ance with the rules of Parliament.

Mr. MORAN: That motion was
doubtless in exact accordance with the
rules of the House, or the Chairman, who
was fairness itself, would not have put it.
Such a procedure was a last resource in
the British Parliament, and was appealed
to only when a small and factious sec-
tion persisted in using the liberties of Par-
liament to delay, after full opportunity
for debate, a measure the country wag
waiting for: only then was this horrible
remedy of the * gag” applied. The mem-
her who had submitted that motion was
“taken on the hop,” somebody having
whispered it his ear; but he (Mr.
Moran) was certain that neither the
Government nor the Premier had any-
thing to do with the motion, aud the
Comnittee ought to show their absolute
disapproval of that action. This Loan
Bill seemed to hon. members, some of
whom were Government supporters, as a
gigantic error; and in the face of all
this, on an item the most contentious in
the whole Bill, the “gag ™ was applied
by hon. members who ought to know
better, and against whom the same
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means would be used in the future. No
great opposition was being offered to the
work proposed, and the advice given to
the member for Dundas (Mr. Conolly)
came from the Government side of the
House. [S8eveErar MemsErs: No, no.]
The advice to the member for Dundas
came from the Government side of the
House, and he (Mr. Moran) could aceept
no dental. If the advice had come from
the Opposition side, the Premier would
have rigen up and objected.

Tee PreEmier: Nothing at all about
the motion was known to him.

Mz. Morax : The Premier should not
have voted for it.

Me. CONOLLY: Evidently the attitude
taken up by him a moment ago had caused
a little dissatisfaction, which really he
could not altogether understand. So far
as his recollection went, this was not the
first time the motion “ That the question
be now put " had been submitied in the
House, and that at times when there had
been no such long, protracted debate as
the member for Bast Coolgardie had
mentioned ; indeed, it was a matter of
every-day oceurrence in parliamentary
procedure.  For whatever had been done,
he was perfectly ready to carry the respon-
sibility on his own shoulders ; because the
idea of the proposition emanated from
himegelf, and the Premier knew nothing
about it. He trusted that if anything was
said in reference to the attitude he had
taken, that attitude would be attributed
to him, and not to other persons.

Mg. MORAN: When the hon. member
rose to a point of order, he (Mr. Moran)
was speaking. The hon. member need
not have risen to tell him that the Premier
had nothing to do with this; but he (Mr.
Moran} was sorry the suggestion came
from the Government side of the House.
The hon. member who had just resumed
his seat said that what had happened was
of common occurrence; but such was not
the case, even in the British Parliament.
If he searchrd the records of the British
House of Commons from alpha to omega,
he would find that sucha thing had never
been done in regard to a question of
public works. Tt had been done in party
politics, when a section was fighting and
blocking the business, and the whole

nation thought it necessary to interfere; .

but never in cases of this kind.

[ASSEMBLY.]

i Committee.

Tre Prexizr: It was done by MMr.
Balfour the other day, in the middle of a
speech.

Mr. MORAN : Certainly, but not on a
question of public works.

TAE PrEmiEr: It was in relation to
the £10,000,000 vote.

Mr. MORAN : Was not the honour of
the whole nation at stake at the time, and
was it not necessary that it should be
done by the powers in authority 7 He
repeated that there was no justification
for adopting that course in this House
to-night, and it was with the greatesi
regrethesawitdone. Nothingbutthe great
ardour which the member who represented
Dundas and Norseman had always shown
for a railway for his constituency, having
it from ome end or the other, could have
led him to do a thing like this. The hon.
member had had a hard battle to fight,
and he bad done it hoping, even at the
expense of z little odium to himself, to
benefit his constituents. Therefore one
felt inclined to excuse him on the present.
occaston; but one hoped this would not

_become a precedent. He regretted this
vote had been taken, and the future would
show he was right in his view that the
country ought not to have gone into this
work and this borrowing, and that the
Government on this oceasion had been
wrong. Nevertheless, now the Loan Bill
was over, it was his duty as a loyal
supporter of the Government to help them
in every possible way to carry on the
business of the country. Whether he
would find it convenient to do so from
the Government side of the House or
another must be left to himself to judge.

Mr. GEORGE: We had been discus-
ging developments generally. There had
been a pretiy fair latitude shown to hon.
members, and he asked to have the same
accorded to him. He was very inex-
perienced in the rules of the House, but
it seemed to him that the last vote was
given against the rules. He did not wish
to reflect on the conduct of the Chairman
in the matter, but he found it was neces-
sary that a motion of this sort should be
proposed and seconded. The question
was not seconded at all: it was simply
proposed.

Tgr Cratrman ;: In Committee, motions
need not be meconded.

M=e. GEORGE: Rule 160 covered this

He had asked the Clerk of the

| case.
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House, and understood from him that it
was the rule. He (Mr. George) would
like to know if he was correct in thinking
the vote was wrong.

Tue CHATRMAN: A seconder was never
required in Comipittee.

Mr. Morax: Not under Rule 160°?

Tue Casrrman : That was his ruling:
he might be wrong.

Mr. GEORGE asked for the ruling of
the Speaker.

SPEAKER'S RULING,

Tae SPEAKER (having resumed the
Chair, and the pomt of order being
stated) said:—There is no necessity,
when the House is in Committee, for any
question to be seconded.

IN COMMITTER.

Mz. GEORGE (referring to the item) :
‘What was the meaning of “ development
generally’? Did it mean development
of common genseand courtesy in Govern-
ment supporters ?

Me. WOOD moved thab progress be
reported.

Put and passed.

Progress reported, and leave given to
sit again.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 11-45 o'clock
until the next day.

[5 Decemeer, 1899.] Minece Regulation Bill.
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Yegislatibe @onncil,
Tuesday, 5th December, 1899,

Papars presented—Question: Supreme Court, New
Building—Registration of Firms Act Amendment
Bill, third reading—Mines Regulation Amendment
Bill, second reading—Fisheries Bill, in Committee
(resumed), recommitinl, reported—Federation and
the Commonweaith Draft Bill, order postponed—
Companies Act Amendment Bill, firat reading—
Sents for Shop Assietents Bill, frst reading—
Adjournment.

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
430 o'clock, p.n.

PRAYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the ConoNiaL SEecrETARY: I,
Annual Report of Public Library; ez,
Plans (building) of proposed Supreme
Court-house.

Ordered to lie on the table.

QUESTION—SUPREME COURT, NEW
BUILDING.

Hon. A, P. MATHESON asked the
Colonial Secretary: 1, Whether he had
any objection to laying on the table
of the House, for the information of
members, the plans of the proposed new
Supreme Court. 2, Whether any decision
had been come to as to the site of the
new Supreme Court; and, if so, what site
had been selected.

Ter COLONIAL SECRETARY
replied :—t, There is no objection. The
plans are now on the table. 2, A motion
wag to be tabled in the Legislative
Asgembly, that a committee of Doth
Houses be appointed to assist the Gov.
ernment in deciding upon the most suit-
able site. That proposal will come down
to us in due course.

REEGISTRATION OF FIRMS ACT AMEND.
MENT BILL,

Read a third time, on motion by the
CoLox1AL SECRETARY, and passed.

MINES REGULATION AMENDMENT
BILL.

) SECOND READING.
Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY
(Hon. G. Randelly: In moving the
second reading of this Bill, I am placed
at some disadvuntage, as I have had the



